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MESSAGE FROM MR STERRY

A new Ridgeway year
Enjoy our bumper 40-page ‘welcome back’ issue, celebrating the great work
that goes on at Ridgeway High School every day

I

am delighted to present the latest copy of Ridgeway
New Times. In this bumper issue, the first of the
new school year, you will be able to read about the
fantastic range of activities and events that have been
able to take place face to face again, which has been
simply fabulous.
The front cover (and the picture opposite) shows the cheque
that we were able to give to Ronald McDonald House
Charities to support their work at Arrowe Park Hospital.
The generosity and community-mindedness shown by our
students, families and staff says so much, not least because
much of this money was raised during the turbulence and
uncertainty of lockdown. This family spirit and willingness
to think of others is something I am really proud of.
In what has been a busy half-term, we welcomed a team
of Ofsted inspectors in. Using a new and what is widely
regarded as an even more rigorous inspection framework,
the inspection team recognised the significant progress the
school has made since our last inspection in 2017. As soon
as the final report is available, I will get a copy to you.
All students are now able to move around the building and
take advantage of the specialist subject equipment that we
have. It has been fabulous, for example, to see dance lessons
taking place in our wonderful studio, to hear music being
played live and to catch the smell of sawdust in the air in the
design technology suites.
Year 11s have access to after-school intervention throughout
the week. Please support your child to attend every session
available. We have also resumed face-to-face education and
careers advice as part of our Futures programme. We are
very fortunate to have Faye Rafferty, who has previously
worked with us, in school two days a week to support
students as they prepare to take their next steps.

We continue to work closely with Public Health Wirral to
ensure we keep everyone on our site as safe as possible.
Just like every other school, we have had positive cases of
Covid-19. We follow the protocols and liaise with the local
authority as necessary. I do appreciate all of the support
from you with this; it has helped to keep the running of our
school as close to ‘normal’ as possible this term.
I am sure you will enjoy reading through this latest edition.
Across these 40 pages you will see a range of activities,
events and celebrations that show our school at its best.
What I have learned in my first term as headteacher is that
these are the sorts of things happening every single day at
our fabulous school!
Next week is October half-term break, a chance for students
and staff to recharge their batteries after a busy first halfterm. I hope you also get an opportunity to have a break
and a rest. I look forward to welcoming everybody back on
Monday 1 November.
Gavin Sterry
Headteacher
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Surpassing our £5,000 target
Kindness and looking out for others are key elements of the school’s LEARN
values, as shown by last year’s incredible fundraising efforts

W

ow! We did it! Not just meeting but far
surpassing our £5,000 fundraising target
for 2020–2021. The money that we have
raised will enable the school to support families
who need somewhere to stay while their sick child is
being cared for in hospital.
Mr Sterry said: “We have managed to raise a grand
total of £5,727.78 for a wonderful organisation —
Ronald McDonald House Charities. This has been an
absolutely outstanding effort by students, staff and
parents over the last 12 months.
“Charity fundraising has always been a big part of the
Ridgeway experience. In recent years, for example, the
school has supported Claire House Children’s Hospice
and the Samaritans. Last September the student body
voted to raise money for Ronald McDonald Houses
and that has been our focus over the last year.
“Our nearest Ronald McDonald House is based at
Arrowe Park, so it is very much something that people
in the local community are aware of.
“It was fantastic to be able to welcome representatives
of Ronald McDonald House Charities in to school.
They attended each of our assemblies so that all the
students were able to see the money that they had
raised being handed over.”
The front cover photo shows Alice Beck and Philippa
Bradbury joining Mr Sterry, Mrs Moran and our head
student, Macy, for the official cheque handover.

Ridgeway students were involved in all manner of
fundraising activities throughout the year, from
bubble-based fundraising weeks to one-off events such
as Christmas Jumper Day and special FUNd Days
based around themes such as Easter and the Euros.
The pictures opposite are from our final FUNd Day of
the year in sunny July.
Mrs Moran, in charge of student experience, said: “A
particular highlight of the last year was an amazing
Halloween-themed cake made specially for us by local
cake artist Ben Cullen for an activity day in October.”
Ben is known as The BakeKing and came to
prominence as a star of Channel 4’s Extreme Cake
Makers. Other raffle competitions included prizes
donated by football clubs Tranmere Rovers, Everton
and Manchester City.
This wasn’t Ridgeway’s only charity focus in the last
year. In November the school joined with Tranmere
Rovers’ Super White Christmas Appeal, collecting
1,500 items in just five days to support the club’s
Christmas hamper appeal.
Following a whole-school vote earlier in October,
students have decided that for the new school year
they would once again like to support Claire House.
The first big fundraising event will be a Halloweenthemed FUNd Day on the final day before the halfterm break. Students are encouraged to come to school
in appropriately themed fancy dress in return for a
minimum donation of £1.

For more information about Claire House Children’s Hospice:
clairehouse.org.uk
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LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Repres enting others’ vie ws

L

eadership is the ‘L’ of LEARN for Success,
the five attributes and values that are at the
heart of our character education programme,
helping to build self-esteem and strengthen students’
sense of self and responsibility to others.
Leadership at Ridgeway involves:

Miss Grundy, who is the school’s Student Voice
coordinator, said: “Now that forms have elected
their Student Voice representatives we are all eager
to make a start. I will be meeting regularly with the
representatives of each year group.
“Our Student Voice meetings are an excellent forum
for discussion and debate. As well as communicating
the views of their forms, our Student Voice
representatives also have the opportunity to play a
more proactive role — suggesting and debating ideas
for how we move the school forward.
“Mr Sterry and the senior leadership team receive
copies of the minutes from our meetings and meet
with the representatives themselves, particularly the
student senior leadership team. Student Voice plays a
key role in the school’s decision-making process.”
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YEA R 9

Becoming a Student Voice representative is an example
of a leadership role, representing the views of fellow
students and helping make decisions about how the
school operates. Each form has recently elected a
Student Voice representative and deputy representative
for the 2021–2022 school year [see opposite].

Y EA R 8

taking on responsibility
acting as a role model
representing yourself, the school and the
community with pride

YE AR 10

•
•
•

YEAR 7

Student Voice is an important part of the decision-making process at
Ridgeway and a fantastic way for students to gain leadership experience
Zachary Malone

Amelia Lush

Omnia Youssef

Cc Carson

Melody Atkinson

Jaime-Li Hayes

Harvey Harrison

Katie Dennis

Leighton Hillbeck

Layla Bowe

Mia Whelan

Abi Neale

Freya Ormond

Callum Jones

Archie Keating

Max Murphy

Eleanor Johnson

Heath Taylor

Summer Jones

Freya Beacall

Maggie Thompson

Josh Bentley

Junior Grimwood

Morgan Frowe

Millie Brown

Lee Fagan

John Odinson

Ruby Piggott

Callum Ross

Lewis Hall

Aleecia Spencer-Thompson

Lukas Jeffries

Ella Anglesey

Kelsey Harrington

Levi Badley

Liam Wright

Ellis Farrell

Callum Paton

Stanislas Dugelet

Chloe Parry

Jess Deakin

Katie-Wyn Lane

Liam Outram

Lewis Downey

Sophie Wylde

Reyhan Jeffryes-Welsh

Lacey Fletcher

Ethan McLean

Christopher Wharton

Jess Varga

H EA D ST U DE N T
HOUSE PREFECT S

Macy
Head Student

Emily
Deputy Head Student

Mohamad
Deputy Head Student

The role of head student is the most important student leadership role in the school. The head student
and the deputy head students support the headteacher and the senior leadership team in promoting
and representing the school. Duties include:
 acting as a link between students and staff

 representing the school at events

 showing visitors around school

 meeting with the Student Voice team

Ruby
King House Prefect

Jake
Kolbe House Prefect

Megan
Teresa House Prefect

House prefects support the work of the SSLT as a whole and play an important role in promoting the
ethos of the house they represent. Duties include:
 assisting with the running of house activities

 supporting across all five year groups

YE AR PREFECT S

 encouraging students to achieve 100% attendance and earn lots of achievement points

David
Year 7 Prefect

Amelia
Year 8 Prefect

Leon
Year 9 Prefect

Melody
Year 10 Prefect

Year prefects support the work of the SSLT as a whole and play an important role in promoting the
ethos of the year group they represent. Duties include:
 meeting with students and members of staff

 conducting whole-school questionnaires

 supporting the work of departments and the different LEARN groups
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KEY SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Learning from classic texts
Students are using the classics of literature as a springboard for developing
their own English skills, says Mrs Giannatos

I

have been delighted with the work that students
have been doing in English so far this year. They
are clearly relishing being back in the classroom
and getting to grips with some of the classics of
English literature from the last 200 years.
Younger students have shown great maturity and
inquisitiveness as they grapple with the ideas, themes
and characters that are the beating heart of the
classic works of literature we study. Older students,
meanwhile, have started their preparations for their
GCSE exams to come in exactly the right spirit.
As you read through this overview of our English work
this term, some common themes will crop up. These
are the skills and understanding we aim to develop
across the five years that students are with us. This
term we have particularly focused on:

•
•
•
•
•

finding and picking out key points, facts or ideas
(‘locate and retrieve’)
making inferences — working things out from
what the writer has written
constructing an extended argument — identifying
relevant quotations, and explaining and
commenting on them, verbally and in writing
studying and practising the writer’s craft — the
methods that good writers use
exploring ideas and beliefs from past times to
reflect on the world today

One final thing — the word ‘text’. The messages we
send and receive on our phones are one kind of text. In
English, however, when we use the word ‘text’ we are
referring to any piece of writing — a story, a magazine
article, a poem — that we study. Other subjects like
modern foreign languages and history also use the
word ‘text’ in the same way.
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YEAR 7
This first term has been all about challenging year
7s with new vocabulary, new concepts and new
ways of formulating their own ideas.
At the moment year 7 are working hard on
justifying their opinions and sustaining their
arguments. They are learning to pick out, explain
and make relevant comments on quotations from
various texts. We then apply this skill to their own
writing by evaluating different stances relating to a
given statement. An example is: ‘Fagin is a villainous
character.’ To what extent do you agree?
Fagin is in Oliver Twist. We have been enjoying
some of the wonderful characters that make
Dickens’ books so famous. Students are also digging
deeper into Dickens’ work, making inferences about
his thoughts and themes from what he wrote. We
have also been looking at what life was like during
the Victorian era, the time when Dickens was
writing.
In our Writing for Purpose unit we have been
focusing on communication, particularly helping
students to develop their speaking, listening and
debating skills.
In the coming weeks we will use our study of Oliver
Twist to help students explore their creative side
by looking at descriptive writing. This will involve
studying how a writer like Dickens creates setting,
character and timeframes. The students will then
apply what they have learned to their own creative
work.

YEAR 8
Year 8 have also been exploring the Victorian
era, specifically the London of the late nineteenth
century, via Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, a collection of short
stories featuring literature’s most famous detective.
Students have been learning to tackle ‘locate and
retrieve’ questions, helping them to study a text in
detail. Like year 7 they are moving on to look at
the writer’s linguistic choices and methods. This
means explaining how an author like Conan Doyle
guides the reader towards a particular idea or way
of thinking. In this way they are learning to think
about the text as a commentary on the state of lateVictorian society.
In the coming weeks we will study the story The
Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle in detail. It is
set around Christmas time. We will explore how
Christmas was celebrated in Conan Doyle’s day and
its influence on his writing.

YEAR 9
Year 9 are developing their language skills through
an exploration of the classic nineteenth-century
novel Jane Eyre, which was written by Charlotte
Bronte. Students are further developing skills
learned in years 7 and 8 such as selecting and
analysing relevant quotations and considering the
impact of the author’s writing on the reader.
Reading Jane Eyre is a fantastic way for students to
learn about how women and children were treated
in Victorian times. We encourage students to
engage with the ideas in the novel and to reflect on
the world around them today.
After half-term we will use extracts from the novel
to identify the methods that Charlotte Bronte uses
to create effective setting, character and tone.
Students will also explore their own creativity, using
the extracts as a springboard for writing their own
descriptive pieces.
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GCSE ENGLISH
Year 10 is the first year of GCSE study, of course.
Students are currently focusing on Language
Component 1 skills, particularly how writers use
word choices and imagery to guide the reader
towards particular inferences.
Our work on creative writing allows students to
let their imaginations spill out onto the page. They
have been looking at their own craft and how to use
different sentence types to create specific effects.
We have also been focusing on use of vocabulary to
help them create ever more vivid descriptions and
believable characters in their writing.
We will soon be moving on to a study of Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. This will involve
students exploring key themes and characters in the
story and, ultimately, commenting on what Dickens
was trying to say about Victorian society.
Year 11, meanwhile, are currently focusing on
Language Component 2 skills. Students have been
carefully comparing texts, analysing the methods
used, and then creating their own non-fiction
writing. They are also studying JB Priestley’s An
Inspector Calls.

10
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PRACTICAL SCIENCE

YOUNGER READERS
The Giver
Lois Lowry
This book is an excellent doorway to the world of dystopian literature; if you like stories
about alternative societies and futures you should definitely give this novel a try! The
story centres around 12-year-old Jonas who lives in what appears to be an ideal but
colourless world where everyone conforms and everyone is content — or at least seems
to be. When he receives his ‘life assignment’, Jonas begins to understand the dark secrets
being hidden from most members of society, secrets that would make them question
everything they believe. This story really makes you think about the way society is
governed and the role we play in our own happiness and contentment.
Miss Travis

The Hunger Games
Suzanne Collins

13 Hours
Narinder Dhami

Districts are separated and
forced to fight to the death
in order to maintain social
order in this dystopian novel.

Is your home your safe
place? Do you ever feel
invisible? Imagine going
home and finding people
have taken over your house,
your every move monitored.
What would you do? Want
to find out what happens?
Mrs McKune

Are you ready to dive into
this thrilling tale?

Mrs McKune
A Series of Unfortunate
Events
Lemony Snicket
This is a collection of books
which follows the life of
three orphans. They are sent
to live with their estranged
uncle, Count Olaf. Olaf plans
to steal the family fortune
and keep it for himself. Will
he succeed? Read on...
Mr Jones

The Wizards of Once
Cressida Cowell

Shadow Jumper
JM Forster

The Five People You Meet
in Heaven
Mitch Albom
This is one of the most
engaging and poignant
novels I have ever read. So
much so, I lost a whole day
to it! And what a day! This
moving fable addresses the
meaning of life and will
immediately hook you in.
Mrs Giannatos

My favourite genre is
thrillers, so this choice is an
easy one for me. Forster’s
mystery adventure story has
it all. How far will Jack go to
find out the truth about his
missing scientist father? A
real page-turner!
Mrs Giannatos
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Set in an ancient, magical
time, full of wizards,
warriors, giants and sprites,
it is the story of a boy wizard
and a girl warrior — taught
from birth to hate each other
— and what happens when
their worlds collide.
Mrs Stanaway

OLDER READERS
The Dark Lady
Akala

The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas

Henry is a young pickpocket,
who also happens to be
magic. Set in the Elizabethan
era, the novel addresses
themes of race, class and
magic. It is thrilling, at times
brutal and always rich with
historical detail.
Miss Tibbles

Starr moves between two
very different worlds: the
poor area where she lives
and the fancy school she
attends. The uneasy balance
is shattered when she sees
the shooting of her best
friend by a police officer.
Miss Tibbles

Deeplight
Frances Hardinge

Looking for JJ
Anne Cassidy

“The laws of physics were
harmed during the making
of this book. In fact, I
tortured them into horrific
new shapes while cackling.”
This is another fantastic
work of fantasy from an
award-winning author.
Ms Potts

When a 10-year-old girl
kills her best friend, she is
convicted of manslaughter
and locked away. Seven
years later she is released on
licence with a new identity.
This book has stayed with
me since I read it at school!
Miss Potts

Elsewhere
Gabrielle Zevin

You Are a Champion
Marcus Rashford

Elsewhere is where 15-yearold Liz Hall ends up, after
she has died. As a student,
I often visited the library to
seek my new read. I have
read this book multiple
times. I love Zevin’s idea of
the place we go after we die.
Miss Potts

The well-known footballer
wants to show you how to
achieve your dreams, in this
positive and inspiring guide
for life. It doesn’t matter
which team you support, if
any! This is an inspiring read
for everyone.
Miss Grundy

The Book Thief
Markus Zusak
One of my all-time favourite books that has really stayed with me since I read it years
ago. It is the story of Liesel, a little girl living in Nazi Germany during the Second World
War, who steals books to learn about the world that she is hiding from and who takes
comfort from words. The narrator of the story is Death, which sounds sombre but it’s a
character you come to respect and even feel sorry for by the end of the book. Much of
what Death says is very philosophical, and even beautiful. I highly recommend it as a
book to add to your ‘must read’ list, though it’s perhaps not really suitable for younger
readers as the message is so serious.
Miss Travis
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LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Out and about
Year 11 geographers were able to enjoy the glorious Snowdonian scenery as
they conducted important fieldwork for their GCSE examination

A

t last! With the easing of lockdown
restrictions, our year 11 geographers were
finally able to get stuck into some serious
fieldwork. They headed for Llanrwst and Betws-yCoed — promoted as ‘the gateway to Snowdonia’
— to complete the fieldwork section of their GCSE
geography course.
A major aim of the day was to collect three sets of data
via different data-collection methods:

•
•
•

a land-use survey
an environmental survey
a pedestrian count

The data they have collected on the trip will be used on
the second GCSE paper they sit in summer 2022.
It was fantastic to have the opportunity to
experience doing hands-on geography out in the
real world and putting into practice what we have
been learning in the classroom.
It was really great to be on a trip after Covid
and what an amazing place to go to — a really
beautiful part of Wales.
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It was great to be able to take students out and
about again after all the restrictions arising
from the Covid pandemic. Fieldwork is a key
component of geography — observing and
collecting data about the human and physical
world around us.
Geography students use this primary data to test
hypotheses. They use their research to link to a
geographical model or theory to help prove or
disprove geographical hypotheses.
Betws-y-Coed is a delightful part of the world.
It is also a perfect spot to do fieldwork. Not only
do we have the stunning surrounding landscape,
we also have the picturesque village itself. One of
the things that students investigate relates to the
concept of a ‘honeypot’ site. This involves them in
exploring the impact of tourism on the local area.
We can’t wait to do more fieldwork. In the coming
months, for example, we are planning to conduct
a river investigation along the River Clywedog in
North Wales.
Ms Logan, Humanities Lead Practitioner

RID GEWAY HIGH SCHO OL . O CTOBER 2021

15

CHARTER CHALLENGES

Up for the challenge!
Year 7’s walk along the Wirral Way was a fantastic day of team-building
activities and inter-house competitions, says Mr Heayns

W

e had a fantastic day walking the Wirral
Way. It had rained hard all week and the
forecast wasn’t the best, but luckily for us
the weather behaved itself and we were able to enjoy
a rain-free walk, albeit with a gloomy sky!
The students were absolutely outstanding. It was great
to see how mindful of the general public they were
when out and about. Walking at the back it was lovely
to hear shouts of ‘On the left!’ echo down the line as
a cyclist or dog walker came by. The students were
having fun with their friends but at the same time were
aware of their surroundings.
After walking from West Kirby to Thurstaston we
arrived at the visitor centre for lunch and games. How
lovely to watch the year 7s sitting around chatting on
the hill, playing football (with some very questionable
dives going on in the penalty area), taking part in a
game of rounders or just enjoying the wildlife of the
local area and the marvellous views of Wales.
Miss Stanway and I would like to say a massive thank
you to all of the students for their excellent behaviour
and their willingness to take part in all the activities.

16
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The Wirral Way walk was great fun and I had lots
of good experiences with friends. My favourite
part was talking with my friends and with new
people on the walk.
Phoebe Jones, Year 7
I liked how the teachers brought lessons into the
walk, educating us along the way. I enjoyed being
with my friends on the walk and the activities we
did were fun.
Elouise Jamieson, Year 7

The Ridgeway Charter
Our Ridgeway Charter is made up of two aspects,
as shown on the graphic below which is displayed
across an entire wall of the refectory in school, a
visual reminder of the importance of our character
education programme.
There are core elements, including attendance
and progress. There are also year-group-specific
experiences and challenges. Walking the Wirral
Way is a year 7 challenge. Supporting a charity
appeal is another [see pages 4–5].

RID GEWAY HIGH SCHO OL . O CTOBER 2021

17

YEAR 6 SUMMER SCHOOL

Day

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Y11 DT Drop-In
Mr Thompson 005
KS4 Tassomai
Mr Hudson 208

Y7 Creative Writing
Miss Tibbles 115

After School

Y7 Mindfulness
Ms Lamb 110

KS3 DT Workshop
Mr Thompson 005

Lunch B

E N R I C H M E N T A N D C LU B S AU T U M N 2 0 2 1
Lunch A

KS3 Tassomai
Mr Fahey 101

Y8 History
Miss Egan 117

Y7 & 8 Maths Hwk & Numeracy
Mrs Evans 213

KS3 English Homework
110 Mrs Giannatos

Y8 UKMT Maths Junior Challenge
Mr McCallion 101

Y9 Science Revision Skills
Mrs Hargreaves & Miss Anderson 208

Y10 Science Revision Skills
Ms Lawrie 208

Y7 & 8 Musical Theatre
Ms Love Dance Studio

KS3 Science
Mr Frackelton & Mr Parker 210

Y8 & 9 Classics Club
Mr Robinson 114

Y7 Art Homework
Miss Rapple 001

KS4 Art Study Club
Miss Rapple 001

Y11 DT Drop-In
Mr Thompson 005

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

The buzz is back!
After the fantastic response of students to last year’s rewards programme,
this year will be extra special, says Mrs Moran

As I said last year, our aim is to create a real buzz
around hard work and good behaviour. It is important
to keep in mind the purpose behind our rewards
programme. It is to recognise and celebrate the many
students who, day in and day out, make the right
choices — whether it is their regular attendance,
their outstanding behaviour, their excellent work and
progress or the extent to which they demonstrate our
LEARN values.
Achievement points are a big part of our rewards
system. As set out in the Ridgeway Charter, we
encourage students to aim for at least 300 points
each year. Last year 50 students received the
prestigious Head’s Award for collecting more than 500
achievement points. Let’s see if we can surpass that this
year! We already have 100 students who have reached
the Tutor Award milestone. Well done to them.
As well as our special assemblies at the end of each
half-term, we have a range of initiatives that rotate on
a weekly basis. Across the next few pages you will see
the winners of:

•
•
•

20

our zero behaviour points prize draw — open
to every student who has not received a single
behaviour point since the start of term
heads of bubble picks — students who particularly
exemplify our LEARN values
a staff nominations daily draw — open to one
member of each class nominated by their teacher
for being outstanding in some way
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ACHIEVEMENT POINT MILESTONES

I

was thrilled by the response of students to
our rewards and recognition programme last
year. We will be offering more of the same in
this coming year — with some enhancements and
fantastic surprises along the way, of course!

T U TOR AWAR D
Well done to these students who have already reached
the Tutor Award milestone
Robyn Doyle
Bobbie Cowan-Garner
Josie Murphy
Erin Sinnott
Junior Grimwood
Maddison McLean
Anthony Simpson
Morgan Frowe
Maelys Madjiredjerayo
Finley Clayton
Riley Dixon
Skye Ingram
Lewis Rhodes
Clayton Cotgrave
Charlie West
Katie Dennis
Ryan Cuthbertson
Lincoln Ford
Bobby Evans
Talia Dalton-Jones
Lacey Wright
Carl Dillon
Anis Khan
Abbey Maguire
Amelia Dickinson
Luke Holland
Grace Lopez
George Wynne
Colin Mayor
Ryan Edwards
Maddie Williams
Sophie Blease
Archie Keating
Tyler Malone

Demi-Leigh Tait
Harvey Doyle
Freya Van Dyk
Michael Peers
Correy Barker
Ridwan Choudhury
Kitty Murray-Weaver
Kaitlyn Pearson
Lucas Davies
Connor Doughty
Elissa Lynch
Olivia Barker
Korey Mawdesley
Max Murphy
Sithyjan Jeevarajah
Isabella Barnes
Hannah Porritt
Alicia Richards
Abbie Buckle
Jayden Doran
Zachary Bridges
Daisy Birchall
Sam Fildes
Isobel Macnaughton
Landon Menzies
Ellis Smith
Omnia Youssef
Anthony Birchall
Freya Ormond
Rosie Hanlon
Harvey Harrison
Mason-Anthony Speck
Heidi Rice
Indi Kelly

Carter Malone
Kyle Niccolls
Millie Christopher-Lane
Melody Atkinson
Chloe Dempsey
Lucy McNellan
Lillie Bridson
Megan Charles
Lillie May Palmer
Summer Jones
Ewan Steele
Freya Beacall
Holly Murphy
Oliver Thompson
Olivia Boardman
Aoife Byrne
Macey Wallace
Eleanor Johnson
Joel Leonard
Jake Stringer
Leah Williams
Connor Casey
Elisse Formston
Oscar Mehta
Lee Westhead
Aaron Xavier
Molly Allen
Caydan Fenton
Grace Hughes
Inaaya Jannat
Aleasha Burridge
Joshua Chadwick
Amber Jump
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Z ero b ehav i our p oi nts
priz e d r aw
Here are the winners of our draw
that was open to all students who
have not received any behaviour
points since the start of term.
Ruby (year 7); Izaac (year 8);
Angel (year 9); Stanislas (year
10); Maxx (year 11)

He ad s of bubbl e pi c k s
Well done to the following
prizewinners, each of whom was
selected by their head of bubble
for exemplifying our LEARN
values.
Isabella (year 7); Skye (year 8);
Mia (year 9); Alfie (year 10);
Daniel (year 11)
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Staf f n omi n ati on s
d ai l y dr aw w in n er s
Teachers were asked to nominate
one student who has particularly
stood out. All nominees were
entered in a special prize draw.
Congratulations to Archie (year
7); Alicia (year 11); Inais (year 8);
Austin (year 10); Lillie (year 8)

Bre a k f a st w ith M r
Sterr y
Well done to the members of
8KCA. Ms Caul’s form group has
the fewest behaviour points of
any form in the entire school.
Their special prize was the
chance to have breakfast with the
headteacher, Mr Sterry!
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AT T E N DA NC E M AT T E R S

I t ’s a l l a b o u t a t t e n d a n c e
Just 17 days’ absence a year can lead to a drop of one GCSE grade in every
subject. That’s why regular attendance matters so much

A

s we go to print we have 270 students with
100% attendance since the start of term.
Well done to every one of them. Attending
school regularly is incredibly important. That’s why
our minimum attendance target for every student is
97%.
Attendance percentages can be deceptive. For example,
though 90% sounds good it would actually mean half a
day off every week and would be on the verge of what
the local authority calls ‘persistently absent’.
Attendance is one of the core elements of the Ridgeway
Charter. It is something that we talk about with
students all the time. The graphic on the page opposite
shows the sorts of conversations that we have with a
student, depending on their level of attendance.
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We run lots of initiatives to celebrate and reward
students who attend regularly. We have three huge
initiatives running after the half-term break:
 ‘Not-Off November’: Students who do not have a

day off school in the month of November will earn
a free place on our end-of-term trip
 An extra-special attendance raffle: An amazing
prize package awaits one lucky winner of our
attendance raffle. Every student gets one entry
for every day they are in school in November. For
example, someone who is in for all 21 school days
in November gets 21 chances to win!
 Friday Fun: Watch fantastic Friday lunchtime
entertainment like Jongo’s Bingo and Play Your
Cards Right. You have to be here on a Friday to
watch — a reminder that every day matters

AT TEN DA NC E M AT T E R S
Your attendance is outstanding!

100%

Congratulations! Enjoy your
100% attendance rewards!

99%–97%

Remember that every
absence has an impact on
your learning

96%–95%

Your form tutor will be
speaking to you about
improving your attendance

94%–92%

We will be contacting your
parents/carers about your
attendance

91%–90%

We will be putting in place
an attendance contract with
you and your parents/carers

Below 90%

If your attendance does not
improve, we will have no
choice but to prosecute your
parents/carers

Well done! Now aim to have
no more days off this year

Your attendance is below school
expectations

Your attendance is below the
national average

Your attendance is a serious
concern

Your attendance is
unacceptable. You are now a
‘persistent absentee’

EVERY
DAY
MATTERS

EVERY
HALF-DAY
MATTERS

EVERY
LESSON
MATTERS

INDEPENDENT LEARNERS

Supporting science learning
Tassomai — which comes from the Ancient Greek for ‘I organise myself ’ —
is the online learning platform the science department uses

R

idgeway uses several online platforms as
part of remote learning. One of them is
called Tassomai and is used by the science
department. We expect students to log on to
Tassomai at least four times a week and complete at
least four daily goals each week.
Research data indicates that using Tassomai regularly
helps students of all abilities improve their science
knowledge and understanding — and the more they
use it, the more they improve.
Tassomai uses multiple-choice-style micro-quizzes to
build knowledge and boost confidence. The content is
broken down into bite-sized chunks. The program uses
an algorithm to work out what the user knows and
where they need to focus their efforts.
Tassomai sets a daily goal — a specific number of
questions to answer correctly. This daily goal resets,
depending on how well the user is doing. Improved
accuracy (getting more questions right) reduces the
number of questions needing to be answered to meet
the daily goal.

OT HE R ON L INE PL AT F OR M S W E U SE
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Tassomai regulars
Well done to these students, who all use Tassomai
regularly — above and beyond the minimum
expectation of four daily goals — to support their
learning in science.
Pictured right: Steven, Lewis, Owen and Michael,
all from year 10
Below: Aimee (year 11); Sasha (year 10); Steven
(year 10); Oscar (year 11); Michael (year 10); Austin
(year 10)

HOW WE R EWA R D TAS S OM A I R E G U L A R S
WEEKLY
Every student who completes
more than four daily goals in a
week receives an achievement
point to recognise the additional
effort in going above and beyond
the minimum expected.

HALF-TERMLY
Each science teacher selects two
students who have really engaged
with Tassomai, as shown by the
number of daily goals achieved.
The students selected receive a
certificate and a prize.

TERMLY
We select five Tassomai
Champions for the term, one
student chosen from each year
group. The students selected
receive a Tassomai Champion
badge and a prize.
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C R E AT I V E E X PR E S SION

Ridgeway Art Stars
Miss Rapple is keen to recognise and celebrate students’ excellent work in
art and design lessons

M

iss Rapple is so impressed with the work
that students produce in art and design
lessons that she has introduced a new
recognition programme called Art Stars. Every
half-term art department staff will be highlighting
students whose work is of a particularly high
standard, demonstrates excellent progress in art
and/or shows a great deal of effort and perseverance.
This half-term’s Art Stars are:

•
•
•
•
•

Year 7: Ava-May Roche [see page 30]; Jesse-Luke
Smith; Phunaris Pooissarakul
Year 8: Michael Carew; Shakira Byrne
Year 9: Evie Courtenay; Faith Edge; Chantelle
Ferguson
Year 10: Jessica Clark; Shea Noble-Lines
Year 11: Oscar Wood [see page 31]; Lucie Patton

Meanwhile, back in July enthusiastic artists from key
stage 3 took part in the art department’s end-of-year
competition. Once again, Miss Rapple and co-judges
Miss Taylor, Mr Swan and Mr Thompson were highly
impressed with the work that students submitted.

OV ER A L L W IN N ER
Brooke Platt [now year 8]

Y EA R 7[now year 8]
Joel Berry

Abbie Skinner

Holly Murphy

Amelia Clark

Michael Carew

Inais Robertson

Tyler Rice
WINNER: Isla Walker

Y EA R 8 [now year 9]
Cole Jameson

Matthew Unsworth

Chantelle Ferguson

Freya Macnaughton

Evea Jones
WINNER: Jasmine Heffron

Y EA R 9 [now year 10]
Emily Ogden

Issabel Williams

Jay Doughty
WINNER: Madison Hughes

Visit our website to view larger versions of students’ work mentioned here
ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk/subjects/art-and-design
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Abseiling for
charity
Huge congratulations to Sam in year 10 who has
recently completed a successful abseil to raise money
for charity.
Phil Crawford, a community and events fundraiser for
Wirral University Teaching Hospital Charity, wrote
to Mr Sterry to let him know that Sam completed his
charity abseil, at Arrowe Park Hospital, raising £335 in
the process.
This is not the first time that Sam has abseiled to raise
money for the charity. Phil says in his letter that Sam
has raised thousands of pounds in total. “He is a credit
to his family and his school and he deserves praise.”
I am proud of the efforts of Sam and the many
other Ridgeway students who, in and out of
school, exemplify our LEARN values — whether
it is taking on a leadership role, demonstrating
incredible resilience, striving to achieve ambitious
goals, showing respect for others and the
environment around them, or carrying out acts of
kindness and social responsibility, which we call
‘nurture’.
Mr Sterry, Headteacher
I was born with hypoglycaemia. I stayed in the
hospital when I was young and they cured it for
me, and so I wanted to give something back.
Abseiling is a way to say thank you and to help
fund the facilities at Arrowe Park so that they are
able to help other children when they are ill.
Sam, Year 10
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Supporting the
Macmillan charity
Year 10 food technology students, assisted by Mrs
Lord-Owens and Mrs Stewart, joined in with this
year’s World’s Biggest Coffee Morning event organised
by Macmillan Cancer Support.
The food technology students helped to bake and
decorate cupcakes so that they were fresh to eat on the
day itself. They were sold at lunchtime, with students
asked to donate 50p per cupcake. In total they raised
£45 for a very worthy cause.

R I D G E WAY F U T U R E S

We l c o m e b a c k , F a y e !
A longtime friend of Ridgeway, careers adviser Faye Rafferty will be
working with the school to support our Futures programme

I

am thrilled to be back at Ridgeway as part of
the Futures programme. The role of a careers
adviser is all about working with young people,
assisting them as they make decisions about their
future. It’s my job to help ensure that they are able to
make informed choices about post-16 pathways.
Since I qualified professionally in 2005 I have worked
across the Liverpool City Region with young people
from years 5 to 13 and also with young adults. I
have worked in lots of different settings, including
primary and secondary schools, sixth form colleges,
further education colleges and universities (widening
participation and doing outreach work) as well as in
the wider community.
I am passionate about providing impartial
information, advice and guidance to support
young people. I want them to feel empowered —
understanding the choices ahead of them, setting their
own goals and putting plans in place for life beyond
secondary school.
The transition to post-16 is a big deal for our young
people. It is vital that they have access to the right
support at every stage. There is a lot of choice out there
— more now than ever before, in fact.
I want students and also parents and carers to make
full use of my careers knowledge and experience and
the networks I have built up over the years. Working
together we can plan an individual pathway for every
young person so that they feel confident enough to
take that next step forward.
I am in Ridgeway every Tuesday and Thursday.
Students in all year groups are welcome to come along
for a chat. For year 11s that invitation is in addition
to their one-to-one meeting with me. I coordinate a
variety of careers activities in school, get involved with

parents’ events and liaise with external providers and
organisations to support the Futures programme.
At the moment I am helping with preparations for
the Futures Fair, Ridgeway’s most important careers
event of the year, when lots of education and training
providers and local businesses visit school for the day
so that students can learn more about post-16 choices.
This year the fair is taking place on Wednesday 3
November. All students in years 9, 10 and 11 will
attend at some point during the day (and the school
traditionally invites parents of year 11 students to
come along as well). If you know or work for anyone
who would be interested in running a stall at this year’s
fair, please email me at the address below.
And finally, I am also happy to take email enquiries
from parents and carers about all things related to
careers.

Contact Faye by email

raffertyf1@ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk

SPORTING EXCELLENCE

T h e j o u r n e y s o f a r. . .
As the PE department is once again nominated for a top award, Mr Metcalf
looks back at an amazing four years

T

he whole PE team were thrilled to hear in
early October that the department has once
again been nominated in the Educate Awards
in the Outstanding Commitment to Sport in a
Secondary School category. It is the fourth time that
the department has been nominated and we were
the winner in 2020. It has been quite a journey since
2017, the year that we moved into our new home.
It was 2017 that in many ways laid the foundations
of our future success. The department and the boys’
football team were recognised in the Wirral Sports
Forum Awards. We also received our first Educate
Awards nomination as well as a Liverpool Echo award
for our outstanding Twitter profile and a shortlisting
for the Inspirational Teacher of the Year award.
Gaining national recognition with the Youth
Sport Trust School Games Mark was a remarkable
achievement. It reflected our success in reaching
our first Merseyside County Cup finals in football,
athletics, basketball and trampolining. The inaugural
Winter Games event was a roaring success and is now
an annual fixture in the school calendar.
We overhauled our entire curriculum in 2018–2019,
moving to a groundbreaking games-based approach
that challenges students to take ownership of their
learning and ensures sustained periods of physical
activity. We attended the Educate Awards ceremony at
Liverpool Anglican Cathedral and received a second
nomination at the Wirral Sports Forum Awards and a
second successive Gold School Games Mark.
We launched a goalkeepers’ club and pioneered the
development of futsal on the Wirral via the Wirral
Futsal League, with the school as the hub site for both
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local primaries and secondaries. Ridgeway won both
competitions that year.

We achieved significant county-level success:
three football finals and two in athletics, and also
achievements in basketball and trampolining. Our
Unified Football squad (an inclusive version of the
game) won the Wirral, Merseyside and North West
competitions. Meanwhile, the number of Ridgeway
students representing the county increased, and we
had several students signing up with local professional
clubs Liverpool and Everton.
The year 2019–2020 started well. Our squads made
it safely through to the quarter-finals of county

competitions, including all age groups in football, KS3
and KS4 table tennis and badminton. Our U-13 futsal
squad was unbeaten throughout their Merseyside and
Northern competitions and sealed the school’s first
ever National Cup victory at the Stadium of Light in
Sunderland. It is a remarkable journey for a smaller
than average school that had not heard of futsal just
three years previously.
The school’s partnership with Merseyside County
Schools Football Association brought in £1,000 in
funding to purchase goals for the sports hall as part of
a programme to further develop futsal on the Wirral.
Our hugely popular Monday night futsal runs until
6pm through the winter months. Sugar tax funding
totalling £4,500 allowed us to reintroduce table tennis.
We would later see our first ever table tennis county
finalists.

and athletics fitted our new approach. Theory lessons
saw an influx of games-based retrieval tasks such as
Deal or No Deal, Connect 4 and Cops and Robbers.
We promoted a new footballing philosophy called
‘The Ridge Way’— a comprehensive guide to how
we are developing future footballing talent on the
Wirral, ensuring that futsal feeds into our football
performance pathway.
And so we reach 2021–2022. Fixtures have restarted
and clubs are back and as popular as ever. We
obtained funding of £10,000 from Merseyside Sports
Partnership to run a summer sports camp, promoting
post-lockdown recovery and a return to high levels of
physical activity. We have also been able to expand our
extra-curricular offer.

Covid changed things dramatically from March
2020 onwards, of course. We adapted, and the school
gained the Virtual Gold Award for its commitment
to ensuring physical activity during the pandemic
through a series of online challenges. For example,
there was a hugely successful online sports week to
celebrate National School Sport Week. Hundreds of
students and staff entered, representing their houses in
daily challenges via Twitter.
We were able to buy an additional four sets of
goalposts on the school fields. The Monster Mash-Up
brought in £1,000-worth of equipment to enhance
school football during the Euro 2020 tournament.
Meanwhile, our Winter Games moved online for 2020.

Our plans are as ambitious as ever. We aim to
ensure that no student is left behind as a result
of the pandemic. We now have a dozen Wirral
representatives and our first ever Merseyside
representative.
It is the fantastic combination of the hard work of
students and staff and the outstanding support from
parents that will ensure we continue on this journey of
success.

We looked again at our games-based teaching
philosophy to ensure that activities such as parkour
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PROMOTING PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

A summer festival of sport
Well done to the dozens of students who attended our special sports camp
during the summer holidays, says Mr Metcalf

W

e had a festival of sporting fun during
the first week of the summer holidays
in July. The school obtained funding of
£10,000 from Merseyside Sports Partnership to run
a summer sports camp, promoting post-lockdown
recovery and a return to high levels of physical
activity among young people.
Every day was packed with physical activities. As
well as staff racking their brains when drawing up
the programme for the week, we made sure to take
account of student feedback.
The highlight was probably Thursday (Day Four),
when the inflatables made a welcome return. The pick
of the bunch on the inflatable dartboard was Arnie in
year 8 who managed to hit the bullseye. Meanwhile,
Callum (also in year 8) was able to put a fantastic freekick into the top corner of the target goals.
A huge thank you to Merseyside Sport for providing
funding, the amazing PE team who gave up their
time, and of course the dozens of fantastic key stage 3
students who signed up and joined us.
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An action-packed festival of sport
Here are some of the highlights from a fantasic week
of sport and physical activity:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Kin-ball — an inclusive Canadian team sport
that uses a giant inflatable ball
A nine-hole footgolf course, specially designed
to take advantage of our large outdoor space
Five different formats of Capture the Flag and
also plenty of parkour. Both sports were also
combined for an afternoon of gymnastic fun
Inflatables, including a boxing ring, gladiator
duels, a bouncy castle, sumo suits, and both
basketball and football target goals. Maddie and
Sienna had some great gladiator battles!
Fortnite dodgeball, making use of the week’s
parkour skills to combine both games for hours
of fun and physical activity
A laugh-a-minute outdoor water-fight. We
finished the week with students taking on staff in
a dodgeball-style water-fight on the front field,
with the school’s multi-million-pound sports
hall as the backdrop

PA RT I C I PAT I O N A N D C O M P E T I T I O N

Competitive sport returns
At long last we see the return of inter-school fixtures, another step on the
road back to normality, says Mr Metcalf

I

t has been wonderful to see students physically
active and fully engaged in our PE curriculum —
and, after an 18-month absence due to the Covid
pandemic, it is particularly heartening to see that
inter-school fixtures have finally returned. Students
are once again involved in competitive sport against
students from other schools.
It is also great that students are again able to play
rugby. Engagement levels have been very high, and
the overwhelming majority of students have made a
fantastic start to the new term.
Our games-based approach is central to the way we
teach in PE: it means that students are physically
active during the whole lesson, being taught through
conditioned games. This is when the rules of a game
are altered slightly to allow players to practise a
particular skill or skills in context.
Any students wishing to get involved in rugby outside
of school should contact the PE department to find out
training times for our partner club Oxton Parkonians,
who train on Sunday mornings.
Next up after half-term: football and futsal for boys;
football and netball for girls. Please remember to
bring your boots and also a PE hoodie for the winter
months.

Our football teams have started their National Cup
campaigns. Year 11 defeated a strong St Margaret’s
5–0 away from home, but year 9s were knocked out
by a competitive Sacred Heart team 3–1 in their
opening tie of the season.
Year 10 boys warmed up for their first-round game
against Calderstones by beating St Mary’s 5–0.
For the girls, the year 7/8 mixed squad proved the
tie of the round. A thoroughly entertaining 4–4
draw ended with a penalty shoot-out that went all
the way to the eighth player for each side in the
9-a-side format!
Football

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Y11 BEAT St Margaret’s
Y10 BEAT St Mary’s
Y10 BEAT Calderstones
Y9 LOST Sacred Heart
Y9 BEAT St Mary’s
Y9 BEAT Pensby
Y8 LOST Blacon
Y7 LOST Mosslands
Y7/8 Girls DRAW Kirkby

•
•

Y7 BEAT Blacon
Y8/9 LOST Blacon

Netball

Read the PE webpage and check out the PE Honours Board
ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk/subjects/physical-education

Ridgeway PE on Twitter
@RHS_Sport
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Archie hits the
bullseye!
Congratulations to Archie in year 10 who represented
Cheshire recently in an archery competition in York
that involved competitors from five counties.
Archie achieved the prestigious Rose Award status,
scoring a personal best and club record of 943 points,
despite atrocious weather conditions.
Archie has been a member of Bebington-based Wirral
Archers since the age of 12. He practises with them
three times a week.
He plans to continue taking part in competitive events
like this one and hopes to achieve a new personal best.
Next year the selection process for Team GB begins.

R i d g e w a y ’s j i u jitsu brothers
Congratulations to three Ridgeway brothers — Charlie
(year 11), Jj (year 9) and Bobby (year 7) — who made
a huge impression at the recent Brazilian jiu-jitsu finals
in Wolverhampton.
Charlie, who holds three silver medals and one bronze
medal in the sport and has qualified for England squad
trials for the next EMMAA Championships, competes
regularly around the country. Jj also impressed in his
category to take gold and has qualified for the England
EMMAA youth squad. Not only is Jj ranked number
one at his weight and age, he is also ranked the same
for the age group above.
Meanwhile, youngest brother Bobby is proud to be
following in his brothers’ footsteps. He picked up
a bronze medal and is hoping to compete again in
November.
Well done to the boys. It is so impressive what
they have achieved. They are lovely, hard-working
students and we are really proud to see how well
they are doing outside of school. We wish them
the best of luck in future events!
Mr Metcalf, Head of PE
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No c tor u m Ave nue
Pre nton
C H 4 3 9 EB
0151 678 3322
r i dge w ay. w i r r a l. s ch.u k
s cho ol of f i c e @ r i dge w ay. w i r r a l. s ch.u k
U PC OMING DAT E S F OR YOU R DIA RY

NOVEMBER

1

Half-Term 2 begins
Students return to school following the half-term break

3

Futures Fair
More than 30 providers in school offering careers information

11

Welcome to Year 7
Information evening for parents of year 7 students, 6pm–7pm

12

Charter Day
A day of Ridgeway Charter-related activities

19

Educate Awards 2021
Venue: Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. Good luck to PE!

25

Year 10 parents’ evening
4pm to 7pm

26

Inset Day
School closed for a staff training day

DECEMBER

2
17

Ex-Year 11 Awards Evening
A chance to celebrate students’ achievements
End of term
Half-Term 2 ends. School closes for the Christmas holidays

