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MESSAGE FROM MR STERRY

A school to be proud of
I have been incredibly impressed with what I have seen and the
wonderful students I have met in my first few weeks at Ridgeway

A

s we approach the end of what has been another
unpredictable year in school, I reflect on the
brief time since I started at Ridgeway and I am
proud of the adaptability that students, staff and our
families have shown. As I write this, Wirral is designated
an ‘enhanced support area’ in response to the pandemic.
Despite the turbulence and uncertainty that we have been
living with, you will see in this edition of Ridgeway New
Times that so many of the wonderful features of what
makes our school unique have flourished.
With year 11 departing this term, year 7 were able to
move up from the ground floor in our building and to
experience some new classrooms that they had quite
possibly not properly seen before! I am hopeful that recent
announcements about the further steps to be taken in the
lockdown-easing ‘roadmap’ from Monday 19 July allow us
to use to the full from September all the fabulous facilities
that we have. I look forward to seeing the technology suites
and the music and performing arts areas back to something
like normal working very soon, as rules allow us to.
Our catch-up provision has continued since students
returned to school and we have summer schools for the
incoming year 7s and the soon-to-be year 11s during the
holidays. We also have a sports camp at the start of the
break. Enjoying the wonderful outside space that we have at
school, keeping active through sports and playing in teams
are things I have noticed our students love to do. Indeed,
the school’s many sporting successes are celebrated in this
issue. We are always looking to improve and enhance the
facilities that we have at school, so hopefully in the near
future I will be able to announce some exciting plans.
With year 6 transition into year 7 happening virtually this
year, we have created a short video introduction to our
school. I would encourage you to watch it, even if you are

not new to the school. It will act as a reminder of what
parts of the school are like which you may not have had
the opportunity to see for a while. The comments from the
students in the film give a sense of what our school is all
about. The film will be available on our website.
This term we have welcomed visitors from the Safer Schools
Project. The whole team were incredibly complimentary
about the positive attitude, engagement and respect
shown by all the students they worked with. Further great
character has been shown by the generosity and enthusiasm
for the Ronald McDonald Houses charity this year. I am
truly inspired by such kindness and consideration for others
— it is a wonderful example of Ridgeway’s involvement
with and passion for the whole community.
I have been delighted by the number of students who have
worked consistently, both in school and remotely, to achieve
Head’s Awards. I am also proud to hear from Mr Tyler
and Mr Ducker about students who have maintained great
attendance or significantly improved it this year. There is so
much to celebrate and I hope that this edition gives you an
insight into what a full and enjoyable year we have had on
offer, despite the inevitable Covid-related restrictions.
Before the start of next term I hope to get some of the
delightful artwork that Miss Rapple has been able to
provide me with up in my office. I will also take a look at
the reading suggestions in this edition and try a new book
over the break.
I would like to wish you and your families well for the
summer. I look forward to welcoming everyone back in
September. The staggered start details are shown opposite.
Gavin Sterry
Headteacher

Rid g eway New Times Is su e 1 9 ∙ j u ly 2021

03

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Meet our student top team
Introducing the 2021–2022 student senior leadership team, who will be
playing a key role in the development of the school in the coming year

T

he most important student leadership roles
in the school are those held by members of
the student senior leadership team. It’s a big
well done, therefore, to the year 10 students who
have been appointed to the SSLT for the coming
academic year.
Leadership is the ‘L’ of LEARN for Success, the five
attributes and values that are at the heart of our
character education programme.
Becoming a Student Voice representative is another
example of a leadership role, representing the views of
fellow students and helping make decisions about how
the school operates. Students in all year groups have
the chance to join the Student Voice team.
There was a rigorous selection process for this year’s
SSLT. Applicants were required to write a letter of
application for the role for which they were applying,
explaining why they would be a suitable candidate.
Students shortlisted for the head student role took part
in a formal interview. They were then asked to prepare
a narrated presentation that was shown to all students
and staff. A formal vote followed, which the whole
school population was eligible to take part in.

I N T E R V I E W PA N E L
The students shortlisted for the head student role
were all interviewed. Asking the questions were:
 Ms Williams, Deputy Headteacher
 Mr Weise, Chair of Governors
 Miss Grundy, Student Voice Coordinator
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HEAD STUDENT
The role of head student is the school’s most
important student leadership role. The head student
and deputy head students support the headteacher
and the senior leadership team in promoting and
representing the school. Duties include:





acting as a link between students and staff
representing the school at events
showing visitors around school
meeting with the Student Voice team

HOUSE PREFECT
House prefects support the work of the SSLT as a
whole and play a key role in promoting the ethos of
the house they represent. Duties include:
 assisting with the running of house activities
 encouraging students to achieve 100%

attendance and earn lots of achievement points
 supporting across all five year groups

YEAR PREFECT
Year prefects support the work of the SSLT as a
whole and play a key role in promoting the ethos of
the year group they represent. Duties include:
 meeting with students and members of staff
 conducting whole-school questionnaires
 supporting the work of departments and the

different LEARN groups

STUDENT SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
2021–2022

HEAD STUDENT
Macy Upton-Gardner

DEPUTY HEAD STUDENT

DEPUTY HEAD STUDENT

Emily Bowen

Mohamad Jouma

HOUSE PREFECTS

King

Kolbe

Teresa

Ruby Richards

Jake Vick

Megan Fox

YEAR PREFECTS

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

David Holden

Amelia McDonnell

Leon Boylin

Melody McIlroy

KEY SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Summer reading challenge
There are so many benefits to reading for pleasure — from better grades to
improved wellbeing. And the choice of books on offer has never been wider

A

s we head towards the summer holidays
and lockdown restrictions ease, more than
20 children’s organisations and charities
are supporting a Summer of Reading campaign
— encouraging young people to get in the habit
of reading regularly — to help repair some of the
damage caused to wellbeing by the Covid pandemic.
There is a huge amount of evidence that reading
regularly for pleasure is one of the most important
things in determining how well someone does in
their GCSEs. Even 15 minutes a day can make all the
difference — the most important thing is getting into
the habit of reading regularly outside school.
But reading regularly isn’t just about doing well in
school and exams. As the diagram at the top of page 7
shows, there are lots of other benefits of reading too —
from boosting creativity to reducing stress levels.

E A S Y WA Y S T H A T
PA R E N T S C A N S U P P O R T

1
2
3
4
5

Ask your child about the story they
are reading. Ask lots of ‘Wh-’ questions:
Who? What? When? Where? Why? For
example, ‘What do you think Harry is feeling?’
‘Why do you think Lyra said that?’
Play word games. Word games are a
great way to help children improve their
spelling and confidence with words.
Excellent word games include Scrabble,
Pictionary and crosswords.

Ask your child to make predictions
about what they are reading. If it is a
The good news is that writing for young people is
book, look at the front cover — or the
getting better and better; there is something out there
previous chapter — and talk about what might
to interest everyone. As well as bookshops and online
sellers, libraries are opening again and Wirral Libraries happen next.
offers an excellent free e-book and audiobook service.
Many charity shops have lots of cheap books for sale.

On pages 8 and 9 we have put together a selection
of reading suggestions. The age recommendations
shown are as advised by BookTrust. BookTrust is the
UK’s largest children’s reading charity. Its website is
excellent, full of recommendations and reviews, and is
aimed at children up to about the age of 14.
Opposite are links to two additional websites with lots
of reading recommendations for older students. The
School Reading List site has pages for all year groups.
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Read a wide range of different things.
Encourage your child to try different
styles and genres. And reading doesn’t
just mean books! Magazines and websites, and
even things like comics and recipes, count too.

Help your child’s brain stay active.
Evidence suggests that children’s reading
levels dip during school holidays. Get
your child in the habit of reading every day,
even if it’s only for 15 minutes.

1

Young people who regularly read
for pleasure do better in their
GCSEs than those who don’t.

4

Reading for pleasure helps to
broaden your horizons and
make you more imaginative.

2

Reading for pleasure helps to
make you more creative.

5

Reading for pleasure massively
increases your word power and
your communication skills.

3

Reading for pleasure helps you
to relax and lowers stress levels.

6

Reading for pleasure helps you
to relate to other people and to
the world around you.

Your Summer
Reading Sorted
Free e-books and audiobooks are
available from Wirral Libraries
You can join using the following link:
https://capitadiscovery.co.uk/wirral/join
Once joined, download BorrowBox on
your phone or tablet and get reading!
BookTrust 100 best books of the last 100 years (sorted by age category)
booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/

Goodreads Young Adult section (free to sign up; 13+)
goodreads.com/genres/young-adult

Reading suggestions for young people aged 14–16

schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks4-school-pupils
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FA N TA S Y & S U P E R N AT U R A L

A Girl of Ink and Stars
Kiran Millwood
Hargrave

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone
JK Rowling

It displayed great
development of both
the character and the
surrounding plot,
keeping me engaged
with the overall flow.
Sophie Chan, Year 8

This is where it all
began, the first book
in the series. I like that
when you read the
books you get caught up
in what’s going on.
Frankee Fellows, Year 8

The Vampire Diaries
LJ Smith

Heroes of Olympus
Rick Riordan [creator of
Percy Jackson]

It is a really exciting
book series filled with
lots of adventure and
drama. There is a
love triangle between
vampires, witches and
more.
Isabella Webster, Year 8

HUMOUR

The Carpet People
Terry Pratchett
Very funny! This is one
of many Terry Pratchett
books recommended for
children, and parents
will thoroughly enjoy
his hilarious Discworld
books too.
Ms Potts, Librarian
Petunia Perry and
the Curse of the Ugly
Pigeon
Pamela Butchart
Sometimes we all need
a little silliness. This
book has tons of chaotic
weirdness that will
appeal to lots of readers.
Ms Potts, Librarian
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Looking for adventure
this summer? Rick
Riordan is a great place
to start. Action-packed
page-turners interwoven
with Greek mythology.
Ms Potts, Librarian
The Extremely
Embarrassing Life of
Lottie Brooks
Katie Kirby [12+]
A light-hearted look
at the trials of starting
high school, with lots
of laughs. Great, funny
illustrations too.
Ms Potts, Librarian
The Brilliant World Of
Tom Gates
Liz Pichon
With doodles and
giggles galore, a worthy
winner of the Roald
Dahl Funny Prize. Great
for reluctant readers and
avid readers alike.
Ms Potts, Librarian

I N S P I R AT I O NA L
GENERAL

Ronaldo
Matt and Tom Oldfield

I Am Malala
Malala Yousafzai [13+]

This biography tells
you about Ronaldo’s
life from being a child
to becoming a sporting
sensation, the greatest
goalscorer in football
history.
Ruben Lamb, Year 8

‘How one girl stood
up for education and
changed the world.’ The
story of Malala’s life is
extraordinary, gripping
and massively lifeaffirming.
Ms Potts, Librarian

Looking at the Stars
Lewis Hine [12+]

Fearless
Liam Hackett

The autobiography of
Lewis Hine, who won
BBC Radio 1 Teen Hero
of the Year 2016 for the
charity he founded at
the age of 14, despite his
terminal illness.
Ms Potts, Librarian

By breaking free from
labels and stereotypes,
together we can build
a generation who are
healthy, happy and can
truly realise their full
potential, says Liam.
Ms Potts, Librarian

Private Peaceful
Michael Morpurgo

The Fault in Our Stars
John Green [14+]

Set during the Great
War, this book shows
that, no matter how
much you dislike your
siblings, one day you
will need each other.
Lexie WarrenKaymakli, Year 8

An incredible love story
sure to make you laugh
and cry. Two teenage
cancer patients begin a
life-affirming journey to
visit a reclusive author
in Amsterdam.
Ms Potts, Librarian

Animal Farm
George Orwell [13+]

The Giver
Lois Lowry [12+]

At first the book makes
you feel good because
the farm is based on
equality and respect,
but it soon turns bad. A
book to make you think.
Lexie WarrenKaymakli, Year 8

I like the plot and how
they live in a world with
no war and hunger but
they can’t make their
own choices – they can’t
even choose their own
jobs.
Angel Williams, Year 8
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S TAY I N G S A F E

Safer Schools Project
Key skills like team-building and problem-solving were part of a fun and
engaging crime awareness day for years 7 and 8

W

e were delighted to welcome PC Claire
Walker and the Wirral team of safer
schools police officers to Ridgeway for
some important work with years 7 and 8. The aim
of their Wirral-wide Safer Schools Project has been
to raise students’ awareness of crime-related issues
affecting children and young people.
The safer schools officers worked in collaboration with
local musician James Lyons, who helped the students
to explore the themes of the day through the medium
of rap.
Also on hand was Military Style Education, a group
of ex-military mentors who regularly work in northwest schools. They were looking at simple street first
aid and how to communicate with emergency services.
They also ran activities aimed at developing key skills
such as team-building and problem-solving.
Ms Morgan, who helped to organise the day, said: “I
am really grateful to PC Walker and the safer schools
team, and to James and the Military Style Education
group. The students loved the activities they put on.
The rapping was a real highlight, and the students also
loved building the temporary bridges to transport a
barrel across the playground.”
School librarian Ms Potts helped out with the rapping
activity: “Our musician James was superb at engaging
the students. It was wonderful to see their reaction
when they heard him freestyling, and there was a real
buzz when the students shared the raps that they had
collaborated on. They really responded to James as
he shared his passion for language and demonstrated
so beautifully the idea that vocabulary is the rapper’s
toolbox.”

10
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We learned all about CPR, county lines, the
consequences of drugs and knife crime. It was
brilliant information, taught in a way that was
suitable for our age. Now I know how easy it can
be for a teenager to get involved in drugs and
gangs.
Holly, Year 7
I spent the day learning all about issues to do with
drugs and children nowadays. It is very scary how
easily this can happen to someone, and so we all
need to look after each other and support each
other to make safe and sensible choices in life.
Riley, Year 7
I really enjoyed the rapping activity. It helped us
to think about what we had been learning and was
a brilliant way to use our English skills as well as
have some fun.
Aoife, Year 7
I really enjoyed doing the teamwork exercises
where we had to work hard together as a group
and overcome obstacles through problem-solving
and effective communication.
Callum, Year 7
Both year 7 and 8 have done Ridgeway proud;
their behaviour and engagement in the project
have been amazing. As well as enjoying
themselves, I am sure that they will take away the
all-important safety messages from this week.
PC Claire Walker
Safer Schools Police Officer
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STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Buzzing about rewards!
A fantastic year for rewards and recognition comes to an end with students
from all year groups receiving the prestigious Head’s Award

A

t the start of this school year Mrs Moran
said that she wanted to create “a real buzz”
around hard work and good behaviour by
making sure that “we are recognising and rewarding
students every week” and not just at the end of term.

YEAR BUBBLE TROPHY
WINNER: YEAR 7

And what a year it has been! As Mr Sterry wrote
in his weekly newsletter: “One of the things that
immediately impressed me about Ridgeway when I
arrived was its rewards system. I am not aware of any
other school that puts such emphasis on recognising
and celebrating the very many students who attend
regularly, work hard, behave well, get involved and
demonstrate the school’s core values.”
Once again the following pages are packed with
students who have excelled in their work, behaviour
and attitude:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Head’s Award, Bubble Award and Tutor Award for
achievement points
Year Bubble Trophy and House Trophy, also for
achievement points
‘Zero Behaviour Points’ prize raffles
‘Above and Beyond’ daily draws — each teacher
was asked to nominate a student in their class who
regularly goes ‘above and beyond’ in lessons
‘Demonstrating Our LEARN Values’ prizes
Golden Tickets, issued by members of the senior
leadership team
Attendance prizes

On the facing page we list the names of the students
who have received the Head’s Award. We spotlight the
top student in each year bubble on the following two
pages. You can see all our Head’s Award, Bubble Award
and Tutor Award winners by visiting our website.

12
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HOUSE TROPHY
WINNER: TERESA HOUSE

H E A D’ S AWAR D

Well done to the students listed here who have received
the prestigious Head’s Award for collecting more than
500 achievement points.

Aaron Xavier
Abigail Thomas
Adam Edwards
Adam Lynch
Adrian Godula
Aimee Penfold
Aleecia Spencer-Thompson
Alex Roberts
Austin Jump
Bobbie Cowan-Garner
Bracken Martin
Brooke Platt
Charlie Hartley
Chloe Parry
Demi-Leigh Tait
Eleanor Johnson
Ellie-Grace Freaney
Evea Jones
Ewan Maxwell
Finley Clayton
Freya Beacall
Georgia Goodwin
Grace Russell
Harry Williams
Heath Taylor

Inaaya Jannat
Isla Walker
Joel Berry
Joel Leonard
Joshua Chadwick
Kevin Tan
Lee Westhead
Madison Agnew
Mia Womack
Michael Carew
Michael Moran
Millie Christopher-Lane
Paige Leadbetter
Philip Robertson
Ruby Pope
Sean Lewis
Shea Wood
Sienna Jones
Sophie Wylde
Taylor-Anne Devine
Taylor-Skye Kelly
Thomas Owens
Thomas Ryle
Tyler Welsh
Yasmin Toomey

r idge way.w ir r a l.s ch. u k /re w ards -and-re c o g n it i on
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SHEA
YEAR 7

Shea has made an exceptional start to his
Ridgeway High School journey. He has
excelled in all his subjects, and I know that
he has particularly enjoyed maths, Spanish
and PE. He has 100% attendance this year
and always leads by example in his manners
and overall attitude.
Shea has really enjoyed playing futsal every
Wednesday during lunchtime. He is also a
keen attender at Maths Club on Mondays as
part of the Covid catch-up programme we
offer. It is his determination to seize every
opportunity that the school offers that is so
impressive to see.

ADRIAN
YEAR 8

Adrian is a shining example of what
Ridgeway High School strives for. He is a
polite student who always works hard and
to the best of his ability.
Like many new arrivals, Adrian was a little
shy when he first started with us in year
7 and perhaps a little nervous too. Two
years on and the shyness and nerves have
disappeared. He is a happy and confident
young man, always polite and courteous to
staff and fellow students alike.

Outside of school, Shea is part of Greasby
Youth Football Club and is looking forward
to a successful season ahead.

Adrian’s attitude to work is exemplary,
and this shows in his level of achievement
points. He has not had a single day off
school, and even during the long lockdowns
he engaged with every single lesson of
remote learning.

Well done, Shea! You have had a fantastic
first year at Ridgeway, even in these most
unusual of circumstances. I am sure that
you will really enjoy year 8!
Mr Slane
Head of Year 7 Bubble

Well done, Adrian! You fully deserve your
Head’s Award. Keep up the impressive work
and the amazing effort and participation
levels as you embark on your year 9 studies.
Mr Hamill
Head of Year 8 Bubble

14
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AUSTIN
YEAR 9

In what has been a difficult year for us all,
Austin has demonstrated the qualities and
values we expect from a Ridgeway student
— from going ‘above and beyond’ in his
commitment to remote learning during
lockdown (to the point that I had to call
him and explain that he was allowed to
stop working before 7pm each night) to
consistently working hard and giving his
best effort in every single lesson when he is
in school.
His outstanding attitude to learning,
coupled with his perfect 100% attendance
this year, has led to him amassing almost
600 achievement points. Austin is an
absolute joy to teach and to have as a
member of the year group. He is a worthy
recipient of the Head’s Award.
I have absolutely no doubt that Austin will
continue with the same positive approach in
the coming year, as he begins studying for
his GCSE qualifications.
Mr Beattie
Head of Year 9 Bubble

AIMEE
YEAR 10

How to describe Aimee in three words?
Polite, hardworking and caring. I could
choose other superlatives, but I would still
not really be doing Aimee justice. She is a
student who embodies Ridgeway’s LEARN
values.
She is a punctual student who has helped
other students to improve their punctuality.
She is also a caring friend who has always
made time to come to let us know if a
student is in need of a conversation or help
with something.
Most of all, Aimee works hard. She gives her
best to everything that she does in school
and is an absolute credit to herself, to her
family and to the school community as a
whole.
Congratulations, Aimee, on your success
this year. We are all very proud of you. I
know that you will keep up your incredible
efforts in year 11 and beyond.
Mr Heayns
Head of Year 10 Bubble
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AT TENDANCE CHAMPIONS

Students who have not had a single day off school this year
Adam Edwards
Adam Watkins
Adnan Khan
Adrian Godula
Aimee Penfold
Aisling Macnaughton
Aleecia Spencer-Thompson
Alfie Walker
Andrew Lee
Anthony O’Brien
Aoife Byrne
Austin Jump
Benjamin Edwards
Caitlyn Jones
Callum Eccles
Callum Jones
Cassie Winter
Caydan Fenton
Charlie Powell
Chelsea Evans
Chloe Lamb
Christopher Copple
Daniel Unsworth
David Holden
Dennis Baker
Dillon Upton-Climo
Dylan Croft
Edward Bowen
Eleanor Johnson
Ellis Platt
Emma Armstrong
Eoghan Lanphier
Erin Monument
Esme McKeow
Ethan Farrell
Freya Beacall

Freya Macnaughton
Fynn Carson
George Rhodes
Gracie Smith
Harrison Rice
Harvey Evans
Harvey Watson
Hugo Chan
Issac Farrell
Jack Bentley
Jack Day
Jake Duncan
Jake Harper
Jake Stringer
Jay McMahon
Jess Deakin
Jessica Kelly
Joe Jellicoe-Abraham
Joel Berry
Joshua Griffin-Thompson
Joshua Martin
Kadisha Karabulut
Katie Burgess
Katie-Wyn Lane
Keira Hutchinson
Kyle Niccolls
Kyle Sayle-Hughes
Layla Atkinson
Lee Westhead
Lewis Hall
Lewis New
Lewis Topping
Lexie Brown
Liam Outram
Lucas Winstanley
Maelys Madjiredjerayo

Mason Duckers
Matthew Ormond
Maxx Parry
Mesha Lamb
Mia Womack
Michael Caul
Michael Lane
Molly Davin
Morgan Nicol
Oliver Latham
Olivia Dickinson
Oliwia Wezyk
Oscar Wood
Patre Hatton
Phitchayut Pooissarakul
Phoebe Lawton
Renee Phillips
Reuben Hayes
Riley Dixon
Ruben Lamb
Ruby Pope
Samuel Latham
Samuel Maddock
Sasha Potter
Shea McMullen
Shea Noble-Lines
Shea Wood
Sienna Jones
Sophie Chan
Steven Heath
Stevie Bromilow
Taylor-Anne Devine
Will Thomson
William Price
William Threlfall
Zane Lennon

AT TEN DA NC E M AT T E R S
Your attendance is outstanding!

100%

Congratulations! Enjoy your
100% attendance rewards!

99%–97%

Remember that every
absence has an impact on
your learning

96%–95%

Your form tutor will be
speaking to you about
improving your attendance

94%–92%

We will be contacting your
parents/carers about your
attendance

91%–90%

We will be putting in place
an attendance contract with
you and your parents/carers

Below 90%

If your attendance does not
improve, we will have no
choice but to prosecute your
parents/carers

Well done! Now aim to have
no more days off this year

Your attendance is below school
expectations

Your attendance is below the
national average

Your attendance is a serious
concern

Your attendance is
unacceptable. You are now a
‘persistent absentee’

EVERY
DAY
MATTERS

EVERY
HALF-DAY
MATTERS

EVERY
LESSON
MATTERS

H O U S E VA L U E S

Ridgeway role models
Our three house prefects have represented their respective houses brilliantly
this year and have embodied our LEARN values

T

he house structure remains a key ingredient
of the Ridgeway bond, helping nurture a
sense of identity and belonging. All students
are allocated a place in one of our three houses.
Houses also play a major part in developing a spirit
of competition. Each term, for example, a trophy
is awarded to the house that collects the most
achievement points. The current holders are Teresa!
As voted by the students, our houses are named after
three great humanitarians of the twentieth century.
A humanitarian is someone who works to improve
the lives of others, even if it means putting their own
comfort and wellbeing at risk.
Our school badge, designed by the students,
incorporates references to these three inspirational
individuals and their work. You can read more about
them in the boxes on the right.

MARTIN LUTHER KING
At a time when blacks were often treated as secondclass citizens in the USA, Dr Martin Luther King
Jr was a civil rights campaigner, believing that
everyone should be treated equally.
 He is perhaps most famous for his “I have a
dream…” speech and for his belief in nonviolence
 He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964
 He believed in equality, respect and fairness

MAXIMILIAN KOLBE
Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish priest sent to
Auschwitz for hiding Jews and other refugees from
the Nazis during the Second World War.
 After an attempted escape by three prisoners,
the guards randomly selected 10 other prisoners
to be starved to death as punishment
 Kolbe volunteered to take the place of one of the
10 prisoners, who was a family man
 He gave his life to help others

MOTHER TERESA
Mother Teresa became famous as a Catholic nun
who dedicated her life to caring for others, mainly
in the slums of the Indian city of Kolkata (then
called Calcutta).
 She cared for the desperately poor, the sick, the
abandoned and the dying
 She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979
 She dedicated her life to helping others less
fortunate than her
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Mol ly, Ye ar 11
King House Prefect

Molly was a fantastic representative of King House and set extremely
high standards for herself, which she never failed to meet. In all
aspects of school life she was an outstanding role model for all the
students in King House. As well as working hard in her lessons,
Molly also demonstrated excellent leadership qualities as student
head of house both in and out of school. One way she did this was
through her commitment to extra-curricular clubs and her passion
for sport. Molly also supported at key school events like open
evenings and parents’ evenings, as well as volunteering to support
students during Sports Days.
Miss Grundy

Sur aya, Ye ar 11
Kolbe House Prefect

Suraya was an outstanding role model for other students in Kolbe
House. She was always polite, approachable and conscientious
and, as student head of house, demonstrated our LEARN values
consistently in everything she did. Suraya was excellent at
encouraging Kolbe House students to participate in Ridgeway
Charter opportunities and challenges. She also showed immense
dedication to her own work, for example by regularly attending extra
intervention sessions. Suraya was a very successful student leader,
continually helping, encouraging and supporting Kolbe House
students throughout the year.
Miss Grundy

Matthe w, Ye ar 11
Teresa House Prefect

Matthew was ideally suited to the role of student head of house for a
number of reasons. He was committed to succeeding in school and
always gave 100% in each and every lesson, never allowing anything
to distract him from his learning. He also demonstrated the school’s
LEARN values on a daily basis. He was respectful towards all staff
and students, often taking the time to nurture younger students.
Outside of school Matthew has a number of hobbies and on more
than one occasion used them to support our school charity appeals.
For example, he took part in a sponsored swim. He has been a
fantastic ambassador for the house and leaves big shoes to fill!
Mrs Moran
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RESPONDING WITH KINDNESS

We ’ r e s o c l o s e t o o u r t a r g e t !
It has been an amazing fundraising year and the people who benefit will be
sick children and their families, says Mrs Moran

A

s we approach the final few days of term
[at the time of writing], we are so close to
achieving the target that we set ourselves at
the start of the year of raising £5,000 for this year’s
school charity, Ronald McDonald Houses.
“Our target for the year was £5,000 and we are so close
to it now,” says Mrs Moran. “The grand total is due to
be announced on the final day of term. I can’t wait!
“It is amazing what we have achieved this year, and
it has been made possible by the incredible efforts
and generosity of the whole Ridgeway community —
students, families and staff.
“Our Euros-themed FUNd Day at the end of May was
another fantastic experience, a great way to end the
half-term. We somehow managed to go above and
beyond our earlier fundraising days, raising a grand
total of £1,073.41.
“Thanks to everybody’s amazing efforts, we will be able
to sponsor a room at Arrowe Park for a year for use by
families who have a sick child in hospital. It means that
they will have one less thing to worry about at a time
of great stress and anxiety for them.”
Nurture is the ‘N’ of LEARN for Success, the five
attributes and values that are at the heart of our
character education programme. When we talk
about ‘nurture’, we mean: responding with kindness;
ensuring inclusivity for all; and fostering a culture of
social responsibility and personal growth.

FUNd Day highlights, 28 May

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The theme of our May FUNd Day was the
(delayed!) Euro 2020 football tournament.
Students were linked with six different
countries taking part in the tournament and
were encouraged to wear accessories such as
headbands and hats associated with the colours
and culture of their linked country.
In keeping with the sporting theme of the day,
several members of staff dressed as referees.
There were plenty of prizes on offer throughout
the day, including for best costume.
Once again, Freya in year 7 went above and
beyond, baking cakes to be sold at breaktime to
raise additional money. Well done, Freya!
Students representing the winning country —
England! — received a special Friday reward.
In total we raised £1,073.41 during the day. An
amazing effort!
On behalf of Ronald McDonald House Charities
UK I just wanted to send a massive thank you
to you all at Ridgeway High for your incredible
fundraising efforts so far. You have done an
absolutely outstanding job of raising £4,000 [at the
time of speaking!] and we cannot wait to see what
you can achieve by the end of term. You are going
to absolutely smash your target of £5,000. Thank
you so much! Keep up the great work! We hope to
meet some of you soon.
Katy Knight
House Manager, Arrowe Park

For more information about Ronald McDonald House Charities:
rmhc.org.uk/our-houses/arrowe-park-house
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‘Z ero B eh av i ou r Point s’ Priz e
R af f l e
[Left]: Congratulations to Michael in year 9, winner
of our raffle prize of a £20 Amazon voucher

‘O n t h e Sp ot’ Nomin ati on s
[Below]: Well done to Finlay (year 8); Freya (year 7);
Austin (year 9); Jessica (year 9)

Stu d ent s nom i n ate d by st af f for
re g u l arl y d em on str ati ng our
LEA R N va lu e s
[Above]: Congratulations to: Maggie (year 7);
Anthony (year 7); Adrian (year 8); Lola (year 8)
[Right]: Well done to: Rebecca (year 9); Chris (year
9); Tom (year 10); Alex (year 10)

22
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I N SP I R AT IONA L L E A R N I NG

Creativity and imagination
Year 10 art and design students are taking risks and challenging themselves
as part of the creative process, says Miss Rapple

Y

ear 10 art and design students produced
some fantastic pieces of work when they took
part in a one-day practical GCSE exam ahead
of the real thing in a year’s time.
Miss Rapple said: “Art and design is a creative subject.
It is about taking risks and challenging yourself. This
practical exam was a great opportunity for the students
to experiment and explore different themes. I was
delighted with the ideas they came up with and the
quality of their work.”

K l a u d i a Wa l k o w i a k
Remember that you can still view the amazing
artwork of Klaudia in year 11 by visiting our
website. Hundreds of visitors to the site have already
been stunned by her amazing pieces.

Miss Rapple has picked out six pieces which are
featured on the following pages:
Clocks Phitchayut Pooissarakul
Bear’s theme was ‘A Moment in Time’. His main focus
was clocks, his ideas inspired by their inner workings.
Tiger Sonny Evans
Sonny was focusing on climate change and its effects.
He chose to look at tigers and their environment.
Three Faces Alicia Warren-Kaymakli
Alicia was focusing on her inner self and the complex
range of emotions that people her age can feel.
Mysterio Ethan Fowles
Ethan was studying superheroes and was inspired by
the Marvel character Mysterio.
Butterfly Jessica Dunne
Jessica’s theme was ‘Living Jewels’. She was inspired by
butterflies and the colours they present.
Spaceman Joshua Martin
Josh’s theme was ‘A Moment in Time’. He wanted to
explore the history of space travel.

View more amazing artwork from Klaudia on our website
ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk/news/klaudias-amazing-artwork
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D I G I TA L L E A R N E R S

Yo u r d i g i t a l f o o t p r i n t
We’re sure to be spending a lot of time online over the summer. It’s more
important than ever to be aware of how to stay safe online

W

e spend a great deal of time in school
focusing on the importance of e-safety.
As well as being part of the curriculum
in computing and learning for life, it is a recurring
theme in assemblies, on Charter Days and in
character education sessions.
We subscribe to a monthly online-safety newsletter,
written specifically with families in mind. They can
easily be downloaded as PDFs. Topics covered in the
newsletters include social media platforms such as
Instagram, risks associated with livestreaming, online
gaming and cyberbullying.
The Online Safety page of the school website is
of particular interest to parents. It is packed with
information, tips and links to help keep families safe
online. The webpage includes:

•
•
•
•

28

back copies of the online-safety newsletter, going
back to September 2019
information about important issues such as
parental controls and specific apps used by a lot of
young people like TikTok
handy, short and easy-to-understand guides
produced by National Online Safety
links to useful sites for parents
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B E I N G A WA R E O F Y O U R
D I G I TA L F O O T P R I N T
In early June the England test cricketer Ollie
Robinson was in the headlines. His excellent debut
performance was completely overshadowed by
reports of racist and sexist tweets that he sent nearly
10 years ago when he was still a teenager. He was
subsequently given an eight-match ban and a fine.
Robinson said: “I fully accept the Cricket Discipline
Commission’s decision. As I have said previously,
I am incredibly embarrassed and ashamed about
the tweets I posted many years ago and apologise
unreservedly for their contents.”
In character education sessions students spent time
focusing on being aware of the ‘digital footprint’
that we leave behind whenever we do anything
online, such as post something on social media.
Our message to students is how important it is to
think before posting or sharing something online:
anything they post that is inappropriate may come
back to haunt them at some point in the future.

Developing cycling
skills

Ta k i n g a g i a n t l e a p
for charity

We reported in Issue 18 that, following the tragic death
of a young cyclist in the local area in April, we spent
time with students reinforcing key messages around
road safety. This included valuable input from our
safer schools police officer, PC Claire Walker.

Huge congratulations to Jasmine Williams in year
11 who recently jumped out of a plane at 10,000ft to
raise money for charity. Jasmine took to the skies on
Saturday 29 May to perform her incredible skydive in
aid of Alder Hey Children’s Hospital.

Now some of the students who regularly cycle to
school have been taking part in a fun learning
experience relating to cycle safety. The three-day
course is called Own the Ride: Share the Road.

According to Jasmine’s GoFundMe page, she
performed an indoor skydive several years ago.
However, though she desperately wanted to go on to
do a proper parachute jump for charity, she had to wait
until she turned 16, which was earlier this year.

The training focuses on key issues to do with cycle
safety such as:

•
•

What makes cyclists vulnerable?
How might your actions distract someone or cause
another road user to do something that results in
someone getting hurt?

The GoFundMe page also highlights three children —
Leighton, Harper and Jacob — who have spent much
of their short lives receiving life-saving treatment and
care at Alder Hey:
Without donations many of the outstanding
facilities and innovations used to help these truly
inspirational children simply could have not
been provided. This is why Jasmine wants to raise
money and give a little back to say thank you.
from Jasmine’s GoFundMe page
This is a fantastic achievement, showing real
courage and dedication. It will be something that
Jasmine remembers for the rest of her life. I think
it is fair to say that Jasmine has made an incredible
leap into her future!
Ms Mackay
Pastoral Assistant, Key Stage 4
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PE DEPARTMENT
2020–2021
Wirral Schoolboys Representatives

Dennis Baker; Jack Bentley; Dean Davies;
Jayden Jones; Michael Lane; Harvey
McLean; Hayden Millman; Ellis Platt;
Harrison Rice; Rahen Zorab

2018–2019
Educate Awards

Outstanding Commitment to Sport Finalists

Youth Sport Trust School Games Mark
Gold Award (second year)

Wirral Sports Forum

PE Department of the Year Runners-Up
*All sporting competitions suspended in March
2020 due to the Covid pandemic

U12 Merseyside Small Schools Cup
Champions

U12 Wirral Futsal

2019–2020

Champions

U12 Merseyside Cup

Educate Awards

Runners-Up

Youth Sport Trust School Games Mark

Finalists

National Futsal Champions

Finalists

U13 Northern England Futsal

Champions

U13 Merseyside Futsal

Runners-Up

U13 Liverpool FA Futsal

Finalists

KS4 Merseyside Table Tennis

Finalists

KS4 Wirral Table Tennis

Champions

KS3 Merseyside Badminton

Champions

KS3 Wirral Badminton

Finalists

Outstanding Commitment to Sport Winners
Virtual Gold Award

Shared due to Covid
Champions
Champions
Champions
Finalists*
Finalists*
Finalists*
Finalists*

Wirral Schoolboys Representatives

Dennis Baker; Jack Bentley; Dean Davies;
Michael Lane; Hayden Millman; Ellis Platt;
Harrison Rice
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U12 Merseyside Indoor Athletics
U12 Wirral Indoor Athletics
U13 Wirral Futsal
U13 Merseyside Small Schools Cup
U13 Merseyside Indoor Athletics
U13 Wirral Indoor Athletics
U14 North West Unified Football
U14 Wirral Unified Football
U14 Merseyside Basketball
North West Trampoline
Championships
Finalists

Wirral Schoolboys Representatives
Jack Bentley; Hayden Millman

HONOURS B OARD
T HE JOUR N EY SO FA R . . .

2017–2018
Wirral Sports Forum

PE Department of the Year Winners

Educate Awards

Outstanding Commitment to Sport
Runners-Up

Liverpool Echo Schools Awards
Communication Award Winners

Liverpool Echo Schools Awards
Inspirational Teacher Runner-Up

Youth Sport Trust School Games Mark
Gold Award

Wirral Sports Forum

Boys’ Team of the Year Runners-Up

U12 Merseyside Cup Football
Runners-Up

U12 Merseyside Indoor Athletics
Finalists

U12 Wirral Indoor Athletics
Finalists

U14 Merseyside Basketball
Finalists

North West Trampoline
Championships
Finalists

Wirral Schoolboys Representatives

Ben Cotgreave; Harry Challinor; Charlie
Holland; Ben O’Neil
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SPORTING EXCELLENCE

The next stage of the journey
The PE department cannot wait for the start of the 2021–2022 school year.
The best is yet to come, says Mr Metcalf

A

fter an incredibly successful four years —
check back at our Honours Board on pages
32–33 to see what we have already achieved
— now is the time to start looking ahead to the
next stage of the journey towards national sporting
powerhouse status. The PE department has been
working hard to ensure it is well prepared for the
coming school year; we cannot wait to get started!
The department’s vision is to develop and embed
a world-class sporting curriculum for our school
community. We aim to inspire a generation of
Respectful, Healthy and Successful students through
PE, school sport and physical activity more generally.
We are looking forward to much-anticipated
improvements to our facilities over the summer
months and beyond — earmarked as the first in a
line of ambitious projects for the department over the
coming years. Our commitment to delivering a worldclass curriculum will also be adapted and refined to
take account of the findings and feedback from our
recent student survey; listening to Student Voice is
always a key part of our planning. For example, from
September black and grey leggings will be
allowed for PE in addition to the colour navy.
Our hugely popular PE clubs programme
is evolving yet again to accommodate the
ever-increasing demand for space and our
continuous drive to do things differently and
to find ways to improve what we offer.
We are very hopeful that the inter-school
fixtures programme will soon be able to
resume so that we have a full quota of
fixtures ahead of the new season. Ridgeway

34
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High School will lead on a major overhaul of the
inter-school programme, ensuring that we remain
an important hub of sporting activity on the Wirral
for years to come. There is a newly created mixed
dodgeball league to look out for as well as the longawaited return of the Wirral Futsal League.
Accompanying this is the launch of a new football and
futsal development plan for the school, exciting and
ambitious proposals that will enable us to put in place
a lasting legacy after the successes of recent years,
which saw Ridgeway crowned as Merseyside football
champions and national futsal champions. Success is
part of the Ridgeway DNA!
A new sport called kin-ball will also be added to the
curriculum for next year. Kin-ball is a modern and
inclusive sport, first developed in Canada, that has
become a huge hit around the world.
All in all, I am sure you will agree that we will be
offering an exciting and ambitious programme of
sports in the coming year. It’s been an incredible
journey so far, but the best is yet to come.
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Noctorum Avenue
Prenton
CH43 9EB
0151 678 3322
ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk
schooloffice@ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk

U P C O M I N G DAT E S F O R YO U R D I A RY
JULY
16

End of Term

19

School holidays begin

19

Sports Camp, Monday 19 July to Friday 23 July

School closes at 1.10pm after lunch is served
The start of the six weeks’ holiday
A week of sports activities for years 7 and 8

AUGUST
12

GCSE Results Day

16

Year 6 Summer School

16

Year 10 Summer School

School will be open between 9am and 11am
A week of fun induction activities for September’s new year 7s
A week of enrichment and study skills activities

SEPTEMBER
1

INSET Day

2

Staggered start to the new term – Year 7 on 2 September

Staff training day
See page 2 for starting dates for all year groups

