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MESSAGE FROM MS WILLIAMS

An incredible journey
The whole Ridgeway community has responded magnificently in what
has been an unprecedented year of challenges for us all

T

he bold headline on the front page of this
issue of Ridgeway New Times reflects the
journey that the school has been on since
March. Without the support of the whole Ridgeway
community — students, families, teachers,
governors, external support agencies — we would
not have been able to achieve what we have this
year.
As we reach the end of this first term of full opening
for children since the pandemic began, I would like
to thank everybody involved for the resilience you
have shown and the support you have offered in these
unprecedented times.
Over this year the Ridgeway community has grown.
The school is bursting at the seams, with more than
800 students on roll. The addition of our school
social worker through the Social Workers in Schools
programme (see page 22) and our work with PC
Claire Walker (see Issue 16) have strengthened our
pastoral provision and the care we offer.
Ridgeway has also grown through the development
of our world-class curriculum. When I look through
students’ books I see lots of extended and imaginative
writing. Our partnership with Ark Mastery in
English is encouraging the students to access ever
more challenging books, broadening and deepening
their thinking.
My one concern for the term was how, under current
rules and restrictions, we would be able to support
our community through our character education
and charity work. I realise now that I should not
have worried! The incredible efforts of students and
staff — set out in these pages as well as in my weekly

bulletins to parents — demonstrate that the Ridgeway
community comes together, no matter what, to offer
support to people in need.
This year’s adopted school charity is Ronald
McDonald House Charities. It supports families
who have a child in hospital, offering a warm and
comfortable place to cook, rest and recharge, for as
long as they need. Our nearest Ronald McDonald
House is at Arrowe Park, so it is very much a part of
the local community.
Our own charity work also looks after our
community. Coming in to work early today to reflect
about and write this piece, I was greeted by staff who
have themselves come in early to pack hampers to
be distributed within the local area. You will read
in this edition about the wonderful work carried
out by the Student Voice team, in partnership with
Tranmere Rovers, to ensure that nobody misses out
this Christmas.
As 2021 beckons, a small light at the end of a very
dark year, I look forward to the point when we can
bring some normality to school — when students can
once again visit another school to play a fixture, when
our year 7 students can form a football or netball
team, when cross-year extra-curricular clubs can take
place, and when students can mix with different year
groups.
Finally, I should like to wish you all Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing
everyone when students return on Tuesday 5 January.
Liz Williams
Acting Headteacher
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Helping those most in need
Students, families and staff joined together in an amazing effort on
behalf of local people facing challenging circumstances at Christmas

T

here was an amazing response from the
entire Ridgeway community — students,
families and staff — to this year’s food bank
collection. In just five days in November we collected
a grand total of 1,501 items. All items donated will
help to fill special Christmas hampers for people in
the local area who face difficult circumstances.
This year’s collection was slightly different compared
with other years. It brought together two traditions at
Ridgeway — the Christmas hamper appeal, which is
organised by members of the support staff, and our
annual food bank collection competition.
Also this year we were delighted to be working as
part of Tranmere Rovers’ Super White Christmas
Appeal, which had set itself the aim of providing 350
Christmas hampers for people in the local area.
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I would just like to say a huge ‘well done’ to
everyone who donated something. Despite this
being an incredibly tough year, the total of 1,501
items received exceeds the number of items
donated in each of the last three years.
It never fails to amaze me how generous we are as
a school. We should all feel proud of our amazing
efforts! Thank you for your incredible acts of
kindness and generosity.
Every single item that has been donated will help
to make Christmas a very special time this year for
people in the local community who face extremely
challenging circumstances.
Miss Grundy
Collection Organiser
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To add an element of fun, as in previous years the
collection was organised as a competition between
forms. However, students also discussed in charactereducation lessons the serious purpose of the scheme
— bringing a little bit of festive cheer to people in
challenging circumstances at the end of a difficult year
for us all.
The Christmas hampers collection competition ran for
five days between Monday 23 November and Friday
27 November. Staff, students and families were asked
to donate non-perishable items such as tinned fruit
and vegetables; pasta; tea, coffee and hot chocolate;
sugar; dried milk; tinned meat and fish; instant
mash; chocolate and sweets; toiletries; and Christmas
crackers.
The response was incredible. In just five days we
collected a total of 1,501 items — that’s six car loads!
The items that the Ridgeway community has donated
will help to fill all those special Christmas hampers.
Well done to everyone who donated. Well done, too, to
our three winning forms:

HAMPERS COLLECTION
POSITION

FORM

1st

9KCA

2nd

7MFA

3rd

7JKE
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WORLD-CLASS CURRICULUM

Building towards success
A focus on building on prior learning and problem-solving helps
students to consolidate and deepen their understanding in mathematics

M

athematics is essential to everyday life,
as well as being at the heart of subjects
like science, technology and engineering.
Mathematics helps you to think logically, ask
questions and check out your conclusions, all of
which are invaluable life skills.
The mathematics curriculum is based around five main
strands: number, algebra, geometry, statistics, and ratio
and proportion. From year 7 to year 11 students study
topics and solve problems from all five strands.
As well as retrieving prior knowledge, students also
get the opportunity to revise and practise their skills.
Homework is set every week on HegartyMaths; the
work set is based on learning from the previous unit.
Students are able to watch videos online to help them
before completing a quiz on the topic. They can
contact the teacher if they require support, request
additional work and be set tasks on MemRi.
Once they have completed enough topics on
HegartyMaths, MemRi is activated. It allows the
student to complete daily goals on any topic they have
previously covered.

06

In designing the mathematics curriculum we kept
in mind how important it is that students revise
what they have already learned and also build on
this prior learning.
That’s why the curriculum revisits prior learning
in every topic, allowing students to develop a
deeper understanding of mathematical problemsolving.
Miss McCaffrey
Head of Mathematics
A typical maths lesson, meanwhile, starts with a Do
Now task, focused on consolidating prior learning. In
years 7 and 8 this might be Times Tables Rock Stars
or Numeracy Ninjas, both of which help develop
numeracy skills.
The teacher then introduces a new maths skill — along
with any important vocabulary. The students practise
on mini whiteboards before completing a task in their
books. There are REACH activities on hand for those
who are ready for an additional challenge, as well as a
problem-solving task to complete either collaboratively
or independently.
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Ye a r 7

Ye a r 1 0

Year 7 have been learning about place value and the
base 10 system. They have also investigated other place
value systems, including binary, hexadecimal and base
60. Students are currently exploring multiplication
and division with integers and decimals, extending
this knowledge to area of shapes. Mr McCallion runs
a year 7 Maths Club: students solve UKMT problems
and play maths games from NRICH. A favourite is the
factors and multiples game.

The year 10 higher students have been studying
Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry. They have now
moved on to interpreting and representing graphs,
using prior knowledge of sequences, substitution and
changing the subject of a formula.

Ye a r 8
Year 8 are exploring fractions and expressions,
applying their fractions knowledge to problems based
on prior learning, including area of shapes with
fractional lengths. In the expressions unit students
have been learning about the order of operations,
collecting like terms, substitution, and expanding and
factorising expressions.

Ye a r 9

Students who study foundation mathematics have
been expanding their knowledge of interpreting and
representing data. They calculate averages from backto-back stem and leaf diagrams; interpret data from
composite and dual bar charts and calculate averages
such as the mean; and plot and interpret data from
scatter graphs.
Students who have opted to study GCSE statistics as
well as doing GCSE mathematics have been exploring
how to calculate standard deviation and interpret
its value; calculating skew; and comparing data
representations and averages.

Ye a r 1 1

Year 9 have been investigating the formulae for
calculating circumference and area of circles, and
surface area and volume of prisms. To calculate surface
area, for example, students are given a 3D shape which
can be unfolded into its net. They then calculate the
area of each part to work out the formula. Students
have recently started an averages and data unit,
looking at types of average and how data can best be
displayed for different investigations.

Groups in year 11 follow individual curriculum
pathways to ensure that all parts of the GCSE
specification have been covered in appropriate depth.
There are also regular Monday after-school
intervention sessions which run from 3.30pm to
4.30pm. The aim of the sessions is to help students to
consolidate prior learning and to support them with
their revision.
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L E A R N VA L U E S I N A C T I O N

Supporting others
Caitlin Probbing and Lennon Noble spoke with representatives of the
Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside about their voluntary work

R

idgeway students Caitlin Probbing and
Lennon Noble took part in a Zoom call in
November with representatives of the Lord
Lieutenant of Merseyside, helping to describe the
work that The Hive Youth Zone in Birkenhead does
for young people in the community.
The Hive has been nominated for a Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Services. Caitlin and Lennon, who
both do voluntary work for the Hive, joined in the
meeting and helped to explain to the Lord Lieutenant’s
representatives why the Hive deserves to receive the
prestigious award.
Stuart Barnes, chief executive of the Hive, said that
the meeting “involved staff, volunteers, funders and
professional partners.” Lennon took part as a member
of the Young Leaders scheme. Caitlin was invited as an
arts representative and a participant in the mentoring
programme that the Hive runs.

Lennon Noble [above] is a Hive Young Leader;
Caitlin Probbing [below] takes part in a mentoring
programme and is an arts representative

Caitlin and Lennon are outstanding Ridgeway role
models, who continually demonstrate the school’s
LEARN values in action. They are both members of
the school’s student senior leadership team (SSLT). We
featured Lennon in Issue 16, and Caitlin wrote a piece
for the special lockdown issue published in July. Find
out more about this year’s SSLT on page 21.
Caitlin and Lennon were both absolutely brilliant,
a credit to themselves and the school. They made
a most positive impression on the assessors
who were very keen to hear from young people
themselves.
Stuart Barnes
Chief Executive, The Hive Youth Zone

08
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R I D G E WAY T R A D I T I O N S

Honouring those who ser ve
Students spent time learning about the meaning of sacrifice and the
importance of remembrance

S

tudents commemorated Remembrance Day
by learning about those who have served and
who continue to serve in the armed forces,
including the many men and women who have given
their lives or suffered terrible injuries.

O ur S er v i c e of Remembr anc e
throug h the ye ars

The theme of the virtual assemblies for all year groups
in the week beginning 9 November was remembrance.
In addition, year 7 students spent time on 11
November — the anniversary of the armistice that
ended the First World War — exploring the meaning
of remembrance, asking questions such as:

•
•

Why is it important that we continue to remember
those who have died on our behalf?
What are the different ways we can honour them?

Due to the coronavirus pandemic we were unable to
hold our usual Service of Remembrance at Oxton St
Saviour’s Church this year. We look forward to being
able to commemorate Remembrance Day in the
traditional way in 2021.
The wooden poppy display [pictured, below] was
created by Mr Swan and Mr Thompson.
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Ye a r 7 b a k e r s f o r
charity
Top marks for initiative to two star bakers, Mesha
Lamb and David-Andrei Marin. Without any
prompting, the year 7 students took it upon themselves
to do some Halloween-themed baking to raise money
for our school charity. The cakes were absolutely
delicious and, unsurprisingly, quickly sold out when
they went on sale during lunchtime.
I’m so impressed with my year 7 form organising
their own bake sale to raise money for Ronald
McDonald House Charities this week. After
only eight weeks at Ridgeway they are already
modelling fantastic attributes in leadership,
aspiration and nurture.
Miss Kell
Form Tutor

Students with
hearts of gold
A member of the public contacted the school recently
to sing the praises of two Ridgeway students — Layla
Atkinson and Maisie-Rose Taylor, both members
of 7ASA — who had carried out a fantastic act of
kindness by helping an elderly person in a local shop.
Their behaviour perfectly exemplifies the Nurture
strand of our LEARN values:

•
•
•

Responding with kindness
Ensuring inclusivity for all
Fostering a culture of social responsibility and
personal growth
Layla and Maisie-Rose have made an excellent
start to their time at Ridgeway. Both students have
received over 100 achievement points this term,
and both of them are part of the Student Voice
team. They have hearts of gold, always strive to do
their very best and clearly want to make a positive
difference in and out of school.
Mr Slane
Head of Year 7 Bubble

10
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Everton in the
Community

Decorations for
charity

As part of year 7’s fundraising week Mr Slane
contacted Everton in the Community to ask if they
would be willing to donate something we might use as
a prize. They responded by sending us a signed picture
of goalkeeper Jordan Pickford. Congratulations to
prizewinner Charlie Hartley!
You can read much more about our latest fundraising
efforts on page 18.

Ridgeway staff said a big ‘thank you’ to Mr Kelly, a
member of the site team, after he raised an amazing
£111.40 for our school charity.
Mr Kelly made a variety of beautiful bespoke
decorations from wood and giant fir cones. Staff
eagerly snapped them up and were delighted with
these special handmade gifts.

Charlie won the prize for doing his best to
exemplify our LEARN values from the moment
he first walked through the door. Charlie always
leads by example and he is a worthy prizewinner!
Mr Slane
Head of Year 7 Bubble
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STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Rising to the challenge
Mrs Moran is delighted with how students have responded this term to
her effort, behaviour and participation challenge

M

rs Moran, Ridgeway’s head of student
experience, is delighted with the number
of rewards the school has given out so
far this year — a sign of how well students have
responded to her challenge.

YEAR BUBBLE TROPHY
WINNER: YEAR 7

Mrs Moran said: “I told the students back in
September that I wanted to create a real buzz around
hard work and good behaviour by making sure that
we are recognising and rewarding students every week
and not just at the end of term. I am delighted that so
many students have risen to the challenge — 100%
effort, excellent behaviour and bags of enthusiasm.”
We celebrate our students and their amazing efforts
across the next eight pages, starting on this page with
our Achievement Points Trophy winners.
Students compete for two trophies — one for the top
year bubble and one for the top house. All achievement
points count towards each year bubble and house total;
any behaviour points are deducted from the total.

HOUSE TROPHY
WINNER: KOLBE HOUSE

Also, on the page opposite we feature the first 150
students to reach the Tutor Award milestone — 100
achievement points. Well done to them all!

12
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T U TOR AWAR D
Here are the first 150 students to receive the Tutor
Award. Visit our website to see the full list.
Lillie Bridson

Ewan Maxwell

Paige Leadbetter

Jonathan Gill

Heath Taylor

Nasim Abuelgasim

Lukas Jeffries

Philip Robertson

Charlie Hartley

L’Atisha Ryan

Matthew Unsworth

Jack Greene

Freya Beacall

Eoghan Lanphier

Annieleigh Finn

Harry Norton

Ruby Pope

Owen Rafferty

Mia Womack

Braya-Madison Saunders

Shea Wood

Ashton Bollans

Caleb Mannis

Luke Chadwick

Eleanor Johnson

Alexx Leighton-Davies

Tyler Welsh

Mya Tait

Joel Leonard

Jake Duncan

Hayden Duckworth

William Threlfall

Georgia Goodwin

Ruby Salkeld

Phoebe Lawton

Evey Clynch

Layla Atkinson

Mesha Lamb

Bracken Martin

Lennon Williams

Michael Carew

Millie Langan

Jayden Hicks

Thomas Ryle

Daniel Unsworth

Brooke Johannessen

Keeley Upton-Climo

Ethan Baker

Maisie-Rose Taylor

Josie Murphy

Adam Edwards

Phillip Modena

Esme McKeown

Marni Murphy

Ava Gale

Ciara Smith

Callum McCulloch

Chloe Maddocks

Freya Macnaughton

Jay McMahon

Miah Simpson

Harry Robinson

Ellis Farrell

Ashleigh Winter

Jake Stringer

Summer Jones

Harrison Porter

Alfie Walker

Alyx Hayes

Daniel Dorgan

Laticia Lowry

Gracie Smith

Kevin Tan

Callum Mann

Jack Owens

Joe Skinner

Demi-Leigh Tait

Leo Galer-Atherton

Jack Clements

Peris Menzies

Abbie Skinner

Maggie Thompson

Austin Jump

Jack Bentley

Brooke Platt

Lucas Bellis

Jessica Kelly

Alex Roberts

Rebekah Samuels

Taylor Glass

Subhan Saqib

Joshua Martin

Oscar Howell

Alicia Richards

Joe Jellicoe-Abraham

Will Thomson

Lee Westhead

Cole Jameson

Liam Outram

Foyez Miah

Joshua Chadwick

Oliver James O’Brien

Michael Moran

Keira Hutchinson

Harry Williams

Jack Carter

Tyler Sherlock

Reece Wylde

Aaron Xavier

Aleecia Spencer-Thompson

Sam Green

Mahibur Rahman

Aleasha Burridge

Jack McIntosh

Yasmin Toomey

Kiki Galer

Millie Christopher-Lane

Adam Lynch

Chloe Parry

Lexie Owens

Sienna Jones

Finn Cullen

Sophie Wylde

David Halliday

Aoife Byrne

Lewis Hall

Alyssa Bennett

Amy Furey

Abigail Thomas

Ben Jennings

Junior Simpson

Amy Furey

Inaaya Jannat

Adrian Godula

Jessica McDonnell

Mollie Fanning

Hallie Nugent

Lola Saunders

Olivia Dickinson

Andrew Lee

Isla Walker

Madison Agnew

Shea Noble-Lines

Hokar Osman

Maelys Madjiredjerayo

Gracie Barham

Ethan McLean

Joshua Howley

Lewis Rhodes

Thomas Owens

Robert Dennett

Taylor-Anne Devine

Taylor-Skye Kelly

Aimee Penfold
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Ha l l owe en Ac tiv ity D ay Priz e w inners
Our Halloween Activity Day included prizes for the best-dressed
student in each year bubble. We also celebrated the winner of the year
7 raffle to win a football signed by the Tranmere Rovers team and the
winner of an art competition.
First column [from the top]: Josh Bentley with Mr Slane; Isabella
Webster with Mr Hamill; Reyhan Jeffryes-Welsh with Mr Beattie
Second column [from the top]: Kai Peters with Mr Heayns; Samuel
Maddock with Mr Monaghan
Third column [from the top]: Harrison Dowd with Mr Tyler; Jessica
Varga with Mr Beattie

14
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R I D G E WAY R O L E M O D E L S

R i d g e w a y ’s s h i n i n g s t a r s

16

DEC 2
DEC 3
DEC 4

Madison Ashton
Daniel Dorgan
Angel Williams
Aimee Penfold
Jessica Woods

DEC 7

Alexx Leighton-Davies
Aleecia Spencer-Thompson
Chloe Parry
Emily Bowen
Caitlin Probbing

DEC 8

Kendra made a donation on behalf of The Leilah
Foundation to our school charity. The Leilah
Foundation is a charity set up by Kendra’s family in
memory of Kendra’s sister who sadly passed away aged
15 months from viral myocarditis. They wanted to
make a contribution to our efforts.

Adrian Godula
David Halliday

Jack Oakes
Clayton Cotgrave
Katie Wyn Lane

Zane Lennon
Macy Upton Gardner

Stanislas Dugelet
Charlie Hartley
Annieleigh Finn
Gracie Smith
Ethan O’Donnell

DEC 9

Meanwhile, year 7’s Kendra Hayden [pictured, below]
was described by head of bubble Mr Slane on Twitter
recently as a “star fundraiser”.

Reece Wylde
Missie Moore
Austin Jump

Lola Saunders
Harry Robinson
Rebecca Anson
Amelia McDonnell
Chloe Lynch

DEC 10

Every day from 1 December the five heads of bubble
each selected a student who has particularly impressed
them with their excellent effort and behaviour. The five
names were placed into a hat, and the lucky student
whose name was drawn from the hat received a prize!

Millie Richards
Caitlin Carey
Zach Davies
William Threlfall
Anthony O’Brien

Anthony O’Brien
Taylor-Anne Devine
Max Byrne
Jasper Davies
Megan Fox

DEC 11

F

ollowing on from the success of our daily
draws earlier in the term — open to all
students nominated by their teachers for
demonstrating Ridgeway’s LEARN values — Mrs
Moran launched December Stars in the run-up to
Christmas.

DEC 1

Heads of bubble have been nominating ‘December Stars’ — students
who have particularly impressed them with their effort and behaviour

Yasmin Toomey
Bobbie Cowan-Garner
Lewis Barwood
Patre Hatton
Faye Melville
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RIDGEWAY HIGH SCHOOL

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Caring for others
The total raised by students on behalf of Ronald McDonald House
Charities has already exceeded £1800

T

his has been another amazing few weeks for
students’ fundraising efforts on behalf of our
school charity. So far this year students have
raised an incredible £1854.71.
“Halloween Activity Day was a fantastic way to end the
first half-term,” said Mrs Moran. “I was delighted that
so many students got into the spirit of the occasion
and came to school in Halloween-themed fancy dress.
[see pages 14–15]. Overall we raised £622.50 just on
that one day. What a brilliant effort!”
Each head of bubble has been running a week’s worth
of fundraising events this half-term, starting with Mr
Slane and year 7. Their raffle featured a very special
prize — an amazing cake made specifically for the
occasion by cake artist Ben Cullen, The BakeKing. Ben
came to prominence as a star of Channel 4’s Extreme
Cake Makers.
Ms Williams said: “This is the second time that Ben
has supported the school in this way, and we are
extremely grateful to him.”
Another fundraising highlight was a very competitive
key stage 4 football competition. It helped year 10 and
year 11 alone raise £389.86 for our school charity.
The school also joined in with Christmas Jumper Day
on 11 December. The school was awash with reds and
greens and blues, and there were plenty of festively
themed accessories on display, such as bobble hats and
headbands. Well done to everyone who took part.

For more information about Ronald McDonald House Charities:

rm hc .org.u k/our-hous es/arrowe-p ark-hous e

18
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DEMONSTRATING LEADERSHIP

Meet our student top team
Introducing this year’s student senior leadership team, who play an
important part in the running of the school
Chelsea Evans Head Girl

Anthony O’Brien Head Boy

•

•

•

•
•
•

In my role as head girl I represent the student
body. I also aspire to be a positive role model for
students in the school.
I like the idea of helping the school move
forward. Being a member of the student senior
leadership team means that I am involved in
lots of events, as well as having a role in decision
making in the school.
For my GCSEs I chose to study history, business
and dance, and I enjoy them all.
During my time here I have taken part in lots
of events, such as a business trip to Disneyland
Paris and a netball trip to Condover Hall.
Outside of school I go to dance five times a
week. Dance has allowed me to travel and
given me so many opportunities. It is one of the
reasons why I chose dance at GCSE.

•

•
•
•

I enjoy taking part and getting involved — ball
boy at Tranmere Rovers, playing for Shaftesbury
Youth Club, doing the bronze DofE.
These experiences give me a sense of
responsibility. I’ve met loads of people too. DofE
is enjoyable and challenging, a great experience.
I picked hospitality, PE and business for GCSE
because each one could have an impact on my
future after Ridgeway.
The position of head boy involves being a role
model for students. The SSLT meet with school
leaders and governors. We are the voice of the
student body when we talk about how we can
move the school forward.
I help set up events and take part in charity
activities. Chelsea and I are the face of the
students at open evenings and for school visitors.

Jessica Woods Deputy Head Girl

Samuel Maddocks Deputy Head Boy

•

•
•

•

•
•
20

Part of the role of deputy head girl involves
leading the years 7–10 anti-bullying
ambassadors, attending training sessions with
other schools and taking a lead in anti-bullying
assemblies and meetings we run.
I am working towards my GCSEs at the end of
the year. Two of the subjects I study are Spanish
and religious education. I am also studying for a
BTEC in health and social care.
I like to get involved in things and take up the
opportunities Ridgeway offers. I have been part
of DofE, for example, as well as visiting London
and Paris on departmental trips. I was also one
of the helpers at last year’s Futures Fair.
One of the things that I hope to bring to the
role is my enthusiasm. I also have a strong
determination to make a difference.

•

•

•

As deputy head boy, my role is to support
Anthony, the other members of the SSLT and
anyone else who needs it.
My favourite subject is hospitality, because it
helps us develop different life skills and qualities.
Completing the Bronze DofE in year 9 was also
a fantastic way to develop my resilience and
leadership skills.
My aspiration is to become a movie director or
producer. When I was younger, I changed my
mind several times. I began by wanting to be a
fireman, then a spy and then a games developer!
Now, out of the blue I like the idea of being in
the film production business.
In my spare time I like to play on my computer
and Xbox. I aim to channel my determination to
be the best I can be!
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STUDENT SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
2 020–2021

HEAD GIRL
CHELSEA EVANS

HEAD BOY
ANTHONY O’BRIEN

TERESA HOUSE
MATTHEW MCPHEE

YEAR 7
LENNON NOBLE

DEPUTY HEAD GIRL
JESSICA WOODS

KING HOUSE
MOLLY DAVIN

DEPUTY HEAD BOY
SAMUEL MADDOCK

KOLBE HOUSE
SURAYA KHAN

YEAR 8
FINLAY SMALL

YEAR 9
CHARLIE HOLDEN

WELLBEING
ERIN MONUMENT

NO OUTSIDERS
CAITLIN PROBBING

YEAR 10
BILLY FIRTH
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We l c o m i n g N i c o l a
to Ridgeway
Ridgeway has been selected to take part in a Social
Workers in Schools programme, a pilot project aimed
at providing additional support for communities.
Ridgeway’s social worker is Nicola Clarke, who will
be working alongside our wellbeing team as well as
helping particular students. Nicola offers another
layer of support for any student who feels like they
need someone to talk to about things they are worried
about.
Parents and carers can also contact Nicola through
school. In the new year she will be looking to set up
drop-in sessions for parents to answer any questions
they might have.

Stars in Our
Schools
Stars in Our Schools is a national day of recognition
for the work of school support staff. Ridgeway’s nonteaching staff do an amazing job, supporting teachers
and students, and ensuring that the school runs
smoothly day in and day out.

22

Social workers may sound scary to some people,
but as you get to know me I hope you will see that
I’m not too bad! I look forward to meeting you all
and working with you soon. If you have any ideas
about how I can support you, please feel free to
share them with me.
Nicola Clarke
Social Workers in Schools
Pictured below, popping in to the school office to
pick up a little ‘thank you’, are [L–R]: Mrs Ashcroft, a
member of the site team; librarian Ms Potts; teaching
assistant Mrs Thomas; and Mrs McCarthy from the
office staff.
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PROMOTING LEADERSHIP

Making their voices heard
Our Student Voice representatives have been providing useful feedback
and helping to shape future activities in school

H

aving been elected in October, Student
Voice representatives were involved in
launch meetings as soon as we returned
after the half-term break. On the agenda was a
look back at the Halloween Activity Day and a look
forward to the run-up to Christmas, as well as any
other business students wanted to raise.
Feedback from the Halloween Activity Day was really
positive, especially about the fancy-dress element.
Students also liked ‘Mr Tyler’s Challenges’ — targets
related to effort and behaviour. Students felt that it
was a great way for them to encourage each other and
a handy reminder about expectations. Following this
useful feedback, the challenges were incorporated into
December’s Secret Santa competition.
There were lots of ideas for the weeks leading up to
Christmas, which Mrs Moran promised to look at
carefully in her role as head of student experience.
Any other business included discussion about face
coverings in school and online homework.

Becoming a Student Voice representative is an
example of a leadership role, putting across
the views of fellow students and helping make
decisions about how the school operates.
Miss Grundy
Student Voice Coordinator

LEADERSHIP
Leadership is the ‘L’ of LEARN for Success, the five
attributes and values that are at the heart of our
character-education programme, strengthening
students’ sense of self and responsibility to others.
Leadership at Ridgeway involves:
 taking on responsibility
 acting as a role model
 representing yourself, the school and the

community with pride
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E NC OU R AG I NG C R E AT I V I T Y

Ar tists’ corner
Art from Oscar Wood (below); India McGowen and Megan Fox (page
25); Melody Wilks and Phitchayut Pooissarakul (page 26)

24
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PERFORMING ARTS
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INDEPENDENT LEARNERS

Supporting science learning
In this issue we focus on Tassomai, the online platform the science
department uses to support students’ learning

R

idgeway uses several online platforms as
part of remote learning. One of them is
called Tassomai and is used by the science
department. We expect students to log on to
Tassomai four times a week, completing at least four
daily goals.
Research data indicates that using Tassomai regularly
helps students of all abilities improve their science
knowledge and understanding — and the more they
use it, the more they improve.
Tassomai uses multiple-choice-style micro-quizzes to
build knowledge and boost confidence. The content is
broken down into bite-sized chunks. The program uses
an algorithm to work out what the user knows and
where they need to focus their efforts.
Tassomai sets a daily goal — a specific number of
questions to answer correctly. This daily goal resets,
depending on how well the user is doing. Improved
accuracy (getting more questions right) reduces the
number of questions needing to be answered to meet
the daily goal.

Other online learning platforms we use

28
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PROMOTING LITERACY

Getting ready to go to print
Congratulations to thirteen students who are about to see their
prizewinning stories published in book form

T

hirteen students who entered a creativewriting competition a few weeks ago are to
have their stories published by the Young
Writers organisation in a book. It is the second time
that Ridgeway students’ writing has been selected
for publication.
This latest challenge was to write a story based on the
title ‘Trapped’ — in just 100 words. In the previous
issue of Ridgeway New Times we published the stories
written by our five in-school winners.
Young Writers is a group established in 1991,
providing resources, organising workshops and
running competitions. Its aim is to encourage young
people to engage in creative writing.
What an amazing prize awaits. To see their work
in print is something that these students will
remember for the rest of their lives! This is the
second time that Ridgeway students have been
recognised in this way. In 2019 our students
featured in another Young Writers publication,
which was called ‘Phantom Dreams – A
Collection of Ghost Stories’.

R i d g e w a y ’s c r e a t i v e w r i t e r s
Well done to the following students, whose stories are set
to feature in a book published by Young Writers:
Millie Langan Year 7
Hallie Nugent Year 7
Hayden Lewis Year 7
Finley Clayton Year 7
Nasim Abuelgasim Year 7
Christopher Copple Year 8 [pictured, below]
Olly Hawkins Year 8
Jasmine Heffron Year 8
Jack Caulfield Year 9
Aimee Penfold Year 10
Jessica Smith Year 11
Melody Wilks Year 11
Aisling Macnaughton Year 11

Competitions like this one organised by Young
Writers are a great, fun way to promote literacy.
We will be running regular competitions in future,
with great prizes on offer.
Ms Potts
School Librarian

For more information about Young Writers:

https://w w w.young w riters.c o.u k/
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SPORTING SUCCESS

Sport continues to thrive
An outstanding year of sport and physical activity ends with another
nomination for a prestigious award

N

ominations for the hotly contested Educate
Awards were announced in November,
and Ridgeway was shortlisted for the third
consecutive year in the Outstanding Commitment
to Sport in a Secondary School category. In a
difficult year the school has adapted its approach to
ensure that sport and physical activity have been a
consistent positive throughout 2020.
Ridgeway’s successful futsal cup run ended in triumph
in March — National Futsal Champions. It was an
incredible achievement, given that futsal was only
introduced into the curriculum two years ago.
Ridgeway has been unbeaten in futsal since its
launch in 2018. Along the way the school has added
the Wirral, Liverpool, Merseyside, North West and
Northern England titles to its trophy cabinet, as well as
rapidly becoming a hub for futsal in the area with the
formation of the student-led Primary Futsal League.
Success in other sports was unfortunately interrupted
by the lockdown in March. The school was due to
compete in Merseyside finals for football, basketball,
indoor athletics, badminton and — for the first ever
time — table tennis.

It is fantastic for the school to be shortlisted
once again for this prestigious award. This
year’s nomination shows what a fantastic school
community we have. Our success in engaging
students, parents, staff and governors — despite
2020’s many obstacles — shows how strong the
culture of physical activity is across the whole
school, not just in the PE department. To everyone
who has supported the school through a turbulent
year: THANK YOU!
Mr Metcalf
Head of PE
Switching to online learning in the summer term
ensured that we were still able to deliver a hugely
successful National School Sport Week. And what an
enjoyable and hard-fought week it was! It was apparent
by the final day that King House had managed to wrest
the Summer Games title from Teresa House’s tight grip
for the first time in recent years.
The winners of the Educate Awards are due to be
announced at an awards ceremony at Liverpool
Anglican Cathedral in 2021.

There have been several noteworthy achievements
out of school to complement our incredible school
successes. Several of our footballers have signed
up with local academies or represented Wirral
School Boys. In addition, we have had Ridgeway
students gaining European medals in martial arts
and two students competing to represent Team
GB in archery. We also celebrated Chelsea Evans’
appearance last year on ITV’s primetime show
Britain’s Got Talent.
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E N C O U R A G I N G PA R T I C I PAT I O N

Games with a difference
After the success of the summer Home Games, a specially adapted 2020
Winter Games channelled the spirit of Christmas

W

ith the benefit of some creative thinking
by the PE department — not to mention
a generous helping of enthusiasm from
students and form tutors — the 2020 Winter Games
were able to go ahead as planned in December, albeit
following a somewhat different format from the one
we are used to.
Unable to get the year bubbles together in one room
to compete face to face, the PE team adapted their
approach by setting up a three-way competition:
students took part in events in PE lessons and in form
time to be crowned champions in separate inter-form,
inter-bubble and inter-house competitions.

FORM COMPETITION

BUBBLE
7
8
9
10

FORM
7MFA
8LJ
9LPR
10SMT

The success of our online Home Games in the
summer was central to this year’s competition.
Students competed to complete the daily Healthy
Elfie workouts during form time, with bonus
points awarded for form tutor participation.
Students also took part in the Santa Dash during
PE lessons, with the sound of Christmas classics
playing in the background. As already mentioned,
our Healthy Elfie was out and about, setting
challenges and popping up on Twitter to add some
cheery Christmas can-do spirit.
It was great to see so many students involved in
this year’s Winter Games despite the adaptations
we had to make. Well done to all of our students
and staff for another outstanding display of sport
and physical activity.
Mr Metcalf
Head of PE

year bubble COMPETITION

position
1st
2nd
3rd

bubble
10
7
9

HOUSE COMPETITION

position
1st
2nd
3rd

HOUSE
TERESA
KING
KOLBE
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Noctorum Avenue
Prenton
CH43 9EB
0151 678 3322
ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk
schooloffice@ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk
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