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WELCOME TO PROSPECTIVE PARENTS
Thank you for showing an interest in
Ridgeway High School and taking the time
to find out more about what I think of as
‘the Ridgeway journey’ – the five years
during which you entrust us with the care
and well-being of your son or daughter.
My ambition is to provide a truly outstanding education. I want
every child to enjoy learning, to be successful and to thrive in
school.
My passion has always been to overcome all obstacles to learning,
providing opportunities for every student to achieve success.
My promise is to deliver inspirational learning in ultra-modern
facilities, to provide outstanding pastoral care for your son or
daughter, and, of course, to maintain a single-minded focus on
excellence and achievement.
This phrase – ‘inspirational learning’ – encapsulates my vision for
the educational experience I want Ridgeway High School to deliver
as we seek to nurture young people who are confident individuals,
resilient learners and responsible citizens – equipped and ready for
the challenges of modern life.
Over the last ten years, Ridgeway has established a reputation as a
leading-edge school. The opening of our wonderful new building
in September 2017 sees us move to the next exciting phase in the
development of the school and opens up wonderful possibilities for
enhancing students’ overall educational experience.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk

The academic and pastoral organisation of the school is structured
with the New Build firmly in mind: three Houses, matching three
super-faculties, one for each floor of the building.
My determination is to combine the attributes of a traditional
education – academic rigour, a ‘can-do’ ethos and, above all,
the promotion of values of respect, tolerance and fairness – with
innovative approaches to learning, delivered in inspirational
learning environments.
Of course, results matter. My goal is for every student to achieve
examination success, preparing them for the next phase in their
learning, whether in higher education, training or employment.
But I firmly believe that a fully-rounded education involves much
more. Here at Ridgeway, opportunities abound for students to
engage in memorable – sometimes life-changing – sporting, cultural
and spiritual experiences.

Tony Taylor
Headteacher

This prospectus offers a glimpse of who we are. More detail is just
a click away on our website. Even better, if you wish to find out
first-hand more about what makes Ridgeway High School a unique
school, feel free to contact us to arrange a visit and to see students
and staff at work.

Mr T Taylor
Headteacher
Liz Williams
Deputy Headteacher
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INSPIRATIONAL
LEARNING
‘Inspirational learning’ means delivering
an education that enriches the lives of our
young people, engaging their curiosity
and fostering new interests and passions.
It means the promotion of excellence, within and beyond the
traditional classroom setting. It means learning with a purpose –
securing examination success, acquiring skills for the wider world
and offering exhilarating experiences with memories that last a
lifetime.
‘Inspirational learning’ means inspirational teaching, delivered by
talented, dedicated and approachable teachers and support staff,
who are ambitious for the young people in their care, regularly
going ‘the extra mile’ – and more – to support students.
It means inspirational environments for learning: modern, fullyequipped classrooms, state-of-the-art facilities and an atmosphere
conducive in every sense to effective learning. Corridors are bathed
in natural light, creating a bright and airy ambience; spacious
classrooms are fitted with specially designed acoustic panels,
moderating and channelling sound to ensure a quiet and productive
working atmosphere; and up-to-the-minute heating and insulation
techniques ensure that learning spaces are warm in winter and cool
in summer.
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PROMOTING ASPIRATION THROUGH LEADERSHIP ROLES
Opportunities to adopt leadership roles
do much to encourage ambition and
aspiration, build character and selfconfidence, and develop resilience – all
qualities which are essential for effective
learning and help students achieve in the
classroom and beyond.
The experience of leadership enables a student to go to the next
level, to exceed expectations and truly to excel.
We encourage students to participate fully in the life of the school.
Our students’ voice can be clearly heard, taking a lead in moving
the school forward.
A re-design of the school logo, organisation of an end-of-term
activity day and changes to the canteen menu are examples
of recent changes masterminded by the student liaison team,
all explained by the students themselves in a week of special
assemblies.
From volunteering for positions of responsibility such as science
ambassadors, sports leaders and charity ambassadors, students can
graduate to positions on the student leadership teams, led by our
Head Girl and Head Boy, which mirror the school staffing structure.
First introduced at Ridgeway in 2012, the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award is now an integral part of our enrichment curriculum for all
students from Year 9 upwards. It offers an outstanding opportunity
for young people to master a wide variety of life skills and to test
themselves against nationally recognised challenges.
A Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is one that will stand the test of time,
developing the qualities and attributes that colleges and employers
so value.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk
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LEARN

PUTTING THE NEEDS AND ASPIRATIONS OF STUDENTS FIRST
A personalised curriculum

Digging deeper

Home learning

Subjects are organised into three super-faculties. The study
of English, mathematics and science – and a whole-school
emphasis on literacy and numeracy – is, of course, central to
the curriculum. All students follow a core curriculum, which also
includes humanities, technology, a modern foreign language, PE
and learning for life. We aim to balance the national emphasis on
specific academic targets and the needs and aspirations of our
students.

Our focus on ‘deep learning’ aims to secure ‘mastery’ of subject
content and skills so that students are increasingly able to learn
independently. Regular Intensive Study Days perfectly complement
this approach. We collapse the normal timetable and students
spend a day focusing intensively on one particular subject, theme
or curriculum area – ideal for the promotion of ‘deep learning’ and
‘mastery’.

We are passionate about homework, extending what is covered
in class and helping teachers assess how well students are doing.
Most importantly of all, homework develops those all-important
independent learning skills. Homework is set regularly – lots of
it! We use the Show My Homework website and app to support
students and to help parents monitor the quantity and quality of
homework.

Our Learning Resource Centre provides a stimulating environment
for students to complete homework and develop their independent
research skills. A packed timetable of extra-curricular activities –
from science and textiles clubs to a book awards shadowing scheme
– allows students to dig deeper, follow their enthusiasms and
explore activities and subjects they find particularly interesting and
rewarding.

Homework Club runs at lunchtime and after school until 4.45pm five
days per week, with transport available for students to get home.
It is staffed by teachers, with teaching assistants on hand to provide
additional help and support.

For some, this means an academic focus. All students may choose
to follow the English Baccalaureate from Year 9, considered
particularly desirable for those aspiring to higher education and
a professional career. Alternatively, for more practically inclined
students, we offer a range of less academic, more vocational
options.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk
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SUPPORTING YOUR
CHILD’S PROGRESS
We look to celebrate and reward effort,
commitment and achievement in all areas –
academic and otherwise. We encourage all
students to have high aspirations and lofty
ambitions – nothing less than being the
very best they can be.
As a proudly all-ability school, we welcome students of all academic
abilities and work hard to ensure that every student achieves
examination success – including at the highest grades. Examinations
matter more than ever. GCSEs are becoming much more
demanding – tougher questions, more content to learn and little or
no coursework element.
Preparation for examination success begins in Year 7 and we
carefully track your child’s progress through our ‘Assessment
Without Levels’ system. On arrival in Year 7, students receive a
target for the academic year for each subject, based on primary
school scores and our own ‘baseline’ tests.
These targets are raised each year as students move through the
school. They are like milestones on the path to GCSE success.
We assess students regularly to ensure that at least expected
progress is being made. As parents, you receive regular, easy-tounderstand reports detailing your child’s progress.
We call this system of regular monitoring and reporting ‘preventing
the gap’. It allows us to identify any additional intervention that
might be required to prevent a gap opening up between a student’s
current progress and where we expect them to be on the path to
GCSE success.
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ACHIEVE

OFFERING EVERY CHILD THE SUPPORT TO MAXIMISE THEIR POTENTIAL
The path to university

Additional support

Building a future

For some students, aspiration and ambition involves thinking
seriously about higher education: university is often the springboard
to a happy, successful and fulfilling life. A schedule of fact-finding
university visits and ‘taster’ days – recent visits, for example, have
included Edge Hill, Lancaster and Cambridge – helps open the eyes
of students to the opportunities and possibilities that await them
after Ridgeway and sow the seeds of success.

Our teachers are skilled in delivering lessons differentiated to meet
the full range of learning needs. For some students, additional
support is required, delivered by a dedicated team of teaching
assistants. Separate SEN provision provides a safe space for
students who lack confidence. Light, comfortable and welcoming
tuition rooms allow for small-group catch-up sessions.

We seek to nurture a sense of ambition and broaden students’
horizons. We engage students at a young age – beginning with
learning for life lessons in Year 7 – in thinking about their future
by helping them focus on dreams and aspirations. Our annual
Careers Fair is open to all students from Year 8 upwards, helping to
stimulate their thinking around the various pathways from the age
of sixteen.

Our gifted and talented programme involves close mentoring to
ensure that able students are suitably stretched and challenged
from Year 7 onwards. Our Independent Learning Challenge
programme in lower school sets additional challenges for students
who show a particular aptitude for academic learning, focusing on
enquiry and investigation and nurturing the skills required for GCSE
success at grades 7-9.
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Ridgeway High School is proud of its commitment to ‘go the extra
mile’ to help students. Saturday school, after-school ‘booster’
sessions and Friday-night intervention classes are a key part of the
support we offer students in the run-up to public examinations.

Prior to their week of work experience, Year 10 students take part
in a Progression Routes Day, including workshops delivered by
outside providers from the world of business and further and higher
education. Opportunities to visit careers roadshows, taster days, a
one-to-one careers interview and targeted support for vulnerable
students help ensure that students leave us ready for the next phase
in their journey.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk
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EXPLORING THE WORLD AROUND US
Inspirational learning doesn’t just
happen in the classroom.
We offer an outstanding programme of trips, visits and
learning opportunities beyond the school gates, making
connections between what students learn in lessons and
issues, events and developments in the outside world.

We are always looking for ways to provide students with
opportunities to broaden their horizons, offering an
astonishing range of enrichment opportunities – from trips
to local museums and places of worship to sites of national
and historical importance, such as the Houses of Parliament
and Auschwitz.

Adventures such as our ski trip to Andorra fire the
imagination. International sporting tours – Barcelona and
Visits to successful local and national businesses and ‘handsAmsterdam in recent years – transport students to worlds
on’ learning opportunities, such as on a farm or in a local
of sporting excellence. How inspirational it must be for the
gymnasium, are examples of our commitment to providing
students, testing their skills against youngsters from across
inspirational learning in inspirational learning environments.
Europe and visiting the most impressive sports stadia on the
Experiences such as these help students to appreciate the
planet.
‘real-world’ relevance of the work they do in the classroom
and – who knows – perhaps lay the foundations for a future
Life-changing experiences, indeed.
career.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk
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EXPLORE

BROADENING HORIZONS AND FIRING THE IMAGINATION

Active learning

Opportunities for reflection

Outward-looking

Inspirational learning isn’t all about textbooks, important though
they are. Imaginative and innovative activities and projects,
demanding high levels of engagement, ensure that students are
actively involved in their learning and help ignite the creative spark
inside every young person.

Assembly is a formal occasion when the whole year group comes
together. We explore social, moral, spiritual and cultural themes,
including ‘British values’. We celebrate students’ achievements,
encourage them to reflect on their own experiences and to reflect
on the experiences of others. Key moments in the school calendar,
such as the Service of Remembrance in November, allow us to come
together as a school in collective acts of reflection.

We want students to be open-minded, outward-facing and
respectful of others. Opportunities to support local, national and
international charity organisations – fundraising, awareness raising
and meeting vulnerable individuals – help give students a different
perspective on the world around them and promote a strong sense
of social responsibility.

A focus on problem-solving activities, particularly in practical
subjects, develops life skills such as resilience, adaptability and
lateral thinking. Our suite of practical rooms, fully resourced with
brand-new equipment and machinery, allows your child to explore
their creative potential.
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Inspirational learning involves students reflecting on their own
performance. Built into every school day is an opportunity for
students to see their lesson-by-lesson ‘Attitude to Learning’ scores,
to reflect on their learning with their tutor and to plan ahead
accordingly.

Community engagement is important. The Year 10 Creativity
and Enterprise Project promotes cooperation and teamwork and
involves students working with community organisations, such
as local primary schools. Other events, such as our Bonfire Night
celebration and summer and Christmas fairs, remind us of the pride
we take in being at the heart of our local community.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk

Experiencing the exhilaration of live
performance
We are proud of our tradition of delivering high-quality musical
productions – in recent years, we have staged We Will Rock You,
Grease and Annie – and of the outstanding achievements of the
Performing Arts team.
Amazing facilities – an enormous dance studio, complete with ballet
bar and mirrors; a fully equipped music room and practice room;
a main hall and specialist drama studio with excellent sound and
lighting and production booth – promise to take music, drama and
dance education at Ridgeway High School to an even higher level.
The focus of so much time and effort from students and staff alike
is the annual musical show. From initial auditions and casting, the
results of months of hard work are channelled into a few short days.
It is thrilling to watch as students rise to the challenge, taking their
own performance to another level in order to deliver something
magical. These are memories that will stay with the children for the
rest of their lives and make all the hard work so worthwhile.
Instrumental and singing lessons are available. Lessons are
provided at subsidised rates and are integrated into the school day.
Instrumental lessons are supported by a range of extra-curricular
opportunities to practise and play in groups, culminating in our
annual Ridgeway’s Got Talent show.
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ENJOY
PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES TO EXCEL IN PERFORMANCE AND COMPETITION
Sporting excellence

A competitive spirit

Rewarding students

Our sporting facilities, centred around the massive new sports
hall, complete with acoustic panels and a sprung wooden floor,
are designed to inspire excellence. Aspiration is nurtured through
a programme of regular trips to watch elite-level sporting events,
opportunities to work with inspirational role models from the
sporting world and our annual international sporting tour, playing
against teams from across Europe.

Competitive events represent a challenge of the very highest
order. Taking part in school-based, local, regional and national
competitions is a highly effective way to enrich students’ experience
in school, rapidly improve skills and deepen learning. Individuals
strive to reach new heights. Team challenges involve students
working together, often to create something original, testing out
their ideas and skills in competition with others.

We expect students to try their hardest, behave well and be polite
at all times. In return, we recognise and reward the many students
who – day-in and day-out – meet our expectations. We are also
keen to reward the many students whose attendance is outstanding.

An ambitious extra-curricular programme – from football, netball
and basketball to fusbal, trampolining and gymnastics – involves our
students in regular competition. Our Spotlight on Sport showcase
and an annual Sports Dinner formally celebrate the many students
who have involved themselves in extra-curricular sport over the
academic year, with outstanding personal and team achievement
also highlighted.

The ‘House’ system helps promote a spirit of healthy competition.
Inter-House tournaments – covering everything from football and
handball to science and gaming – take place on a regular basis, with
students earning points for their particular House, hoping for the
honour of becoming termly champions.
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Special achievement assemblies at the end of every term allow us
to celebrate ongoing excellence in achievement and effort and
our annual Key Stage 3 Awards Evening recognises the efforts of
students as they move to the next stage of their learning.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk

Ensuring your son or daughter is safe
in school
The most important thing every parent wants to know is that their
son or daughter is safe and well looked-after. Like all schools, we
take children’s safeguarding very seriously.
In 2015, Ofsted judged our systems and processes for safeguarding
students at Ridgeway to be effective. The move into our new
building further enhances everyone’s safety. CCTV monitoring in
all classrooms and corridors, a modern sprinkler system and secure
entry and exit points ensure that your child is safe at all times.
As part of our commitment to securing outstanding progress for
every student, we regularly monitor attendance and punctuality
both to school and to lessons. Our Attendance and Safeguarding
Officer works with the family of any child whose attendance is a
cause for concern.
Learning for life is our programme of personal, social, health and
citizenship education. Organised around the themes of ‘My Body’,
‘My Beliefs’ and ‘My Role in Society’, learning for life complements
students’ academic studies to widen their views on contemporary
issues and to engender tolerance and respect for the opinions of
others.
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THRIVE
LOOKING AFTER STUDENTS’ WELFARE IN A SAFE, SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
Equality

Supportive tutoring

The ‘House’ system

Ridgeway has a proud history as a fully inclusive school, committed
to removing all obstacles to learning. With full disabled access,
the new building is accessible to all. We are equipped with electric
hoists, passenger lifts, disabled toilets and wheelchair access to all
buildings and all classrooms.

Every child is allocated to a tutor group, led by an academic tutor.
The tutor group is made up of students from all five year groups
– three from Year 7, three from Year 8 and so on. Your child’s
academic tutor is the first point of contact for parents, someone
with whom you can communicate directly to discuss any issue or
concern.

Our innovative pastoral structure centres around three Houses.
As voted by the students, the Houses are named after three
historical figures – Maximilian Kolbe, Martin Luther King and Mother
Teresa – whose lives serve as an inspiration for us all and whose
principles of tolerance, fairness and mutual respect we seek to
emulate.

Under the guidance of the academic tutor, our assertive mentoring
programme ensures that students are ready for learning – checking
bags, equipment, uniform, homework – as well as monitoring
progress on a daily basis.

Each House is led by a Head of House, supported by a nonteaching Assistant Head of House. These are the people with
responsibility for students’ overall academic progress, reporting
directly to the senior leadership team. The Student Head of House
is also important in supporting the work of the school, particularly
through the organisation of charity events and inter-House
competitions.

Every member of the Ridgeway community has the right to be safe
and happy, to feel valued and to have the opportunity to flourish.
Our anti-bullying policy makes clear that bullying, in whatever form,
is unacceptable. On rare occasions when incidents of bullying do
take place, we act quickly and decisively to deal with it and ensure
that it does not recur.
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A seamless transition

Home-school communication

We recognise that the move from primary to secondary school,
leaving behind familiar teachers, classrooms and routines and
experiencing something very different and ‘grown up’, can be an
anxious and challenging time. We want to make the transition as
stress-free as possible.

Schools operate most effectively when parents and teachers work
together in the interests of the children. That’s why good homeschool communication is so important.

Our aim is that, by ‘Day One’ in September, our new Year 7s will
be very familiar with Ridgeway High School, having had several
opportunities to visit us, work with us and learn more about us.
We begin with Afternoon Tea for Year 6s and their families, with
many of Ridgeway’s teachers on-hand to introduce themselves. It
gives us the chance to renew acquaintances first made at one of
our Open Evenings or Open Mornings and it gives parents another
opportunity to see the school.

In addition to regular reports on your child’s progress, we write
regularly to all parents. More generally, parents can be kept
informed about the school via our website, Parent Handbook,
annual calendar and termly magazine, Ridgeway New Times.
Increasingly we use social media, particularly Facebook and Twitter,
to keep parents in touch with what’s going on in school and to pass
on urgent messages, like the late return of a school trip due to
traffic, for example.
Key members of staff are available by phone or text and staff will be
happy to meet with you by appointment.

We run Saturday morning sessions for the Year 6s, involving fun
activities such as computer coding, cooking and practical science,
introducing them gently to learning at secondary school.
In July we hold our Induction Day. This is when our new arrivals
in September spend a day with us, learning more about how the
school operates, experiencing some ‘taster’ lessons and – most
importantly – meeting new friends.

www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk
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TRIED AND

TESTED
What our parents say...
“Ridgeway is getting the best out of my child”
“Goes the extra mile to help my child succeed”
“Ensures parents are exceptionally well-informed
about progress”
“Provides a safe and caring environment for
my child”

As for the students...
“Teachers will do everything to help us understand
and do our best”
“The school is ‘like a family’ where everyone is
respected and fully included”
“There are lots of after-school activities and clubs
to participate in. The teachers put in so much time
to help us”
“I like building up new friendships. You’re not with
the same people all the time like you are in primary
school”

Noctorum Avenue, Prenton, CH43 9EB
Tel: 0151 678 3322 Fax: 0151 678 6571
Email: schooloffice@ridgeway.wirral.sch.uk
www.ridgewayhighschool.co.uk

REACHING HIGHER
STANDARDS THROUGH
INSPIRATIONAL
LEARNING

