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transforming lives through learning

 U p d a t e f r o m G a v i n S t e r r y, H e a d t e a c h e r
To begin this week, it’s huge congratulations to the maths department.
Ridgeway is the first school in Merseyside to receive MEM hub status. MEM
stands for Mathematical Education on Merseyside. It is an organisation
that brings together staff from the three universities in Liverpool and local
schools to devise and promote mathematical activities throughout the
region. So far, maths masterclasses have been based at the universities, but
next year the maths team will be hosting a Saturday masterclass at Ridgeway,
with young people from across Merseyside attending.
It is fantastic recognition for the maths team. Congratulations, too, to Sam
Latham. He is one of our year 9 students who has attended masterclasses this
year. In one of them, students were looking at games of chance. Sam was able
to calculate before any other student how best to win a game. This led him
to win a competition against all the other students in the games of chance
finale.
Last Friday was our first Charter Day of 2021–2022, with each year group
exploring a particular aspect of the Ridgeway Charter. As part of their
‘Past and Future’ focus, year 7 looked both backwards and forwards. In
the morning the theme was remembrance, tying in with the national
commemorations surrounding Remembrance Sunday. In the afternoon,
they took time to consider their own possible futures and particularly the
different career pathways open to young people nowadays.
Year 8’s theme was ‘Community’, specifically the local community and
environment and also the online community. They explored the impact —
positive and negative — of social media and did important work reinforcing
online safety.
Members of the police were also in school, working with year 10 on gang
culture. Students also watched a documentary about Rhys Jones, who was
the innocent victim of a gang-related gun feud in Liverpool in 2007. Year
10s also spent time looking at aspects of mental health, personal finance and
work experience.
Year 11 were preparing for upcoming mock exams. Elevate Education will be
in school on Monday to do further work with them to support their revision
and mock preparations. And, as I mentioned last week, year 9 students
were at Liverpool Hope University. The Shaping Futures team are in school
during November doing further work with year 9s on raising aspirations and
particularly on helping students to learn more about higher education.
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This week is Anti-Bullying Week. Anti-bullying education is important all
year round, of course. But it feels even more relevant and necessary to be
having conversations with students about bullying at the moment, against
the background of the ongoing media coverage of what appears to be
endemic racism and bullying in English cricket.
One conversation we have been having is about the difference between a
‘bystander’, who sees or knows about bullying but does nothing about it,
and an ‘upstander’, who speaks up and acts to help, protect and support
someone who is being bullied. Being an ‘upstander’ is an act of kindness, and
we have also been focusing on kindness this week. As part of our rewards
programme, heads of bubble are this week particularly looking out for
students who show kindness to others.
Last week I mentioned the fantastic initiatives we are running throughout
November to support attendance. An ongoing, and highly popular,
attendance initiative is Friday Fun — special Ridgeway versions of popular
entertainment shows like Play Your Cards Right. Today’s Friday Fun
promises to be extra special: a version of ITV’s The Chase against staff
chasers! Of course, only students who are in school will get to see it and take
part.
Currently on the Vacancies page of the website is an advert for a caretaker. If
you know of anyone who may be interested in joining us in a caretaker role,
please pass the information on to them. The deadline is Friday 3 December.
And finally, the 2021 Educate Awards ceremony is taking place at Liverpool
Anglican Cathedral this evening. Best of luck to our fantastic PE department,
nominated once again in the Outstanding Commitment to Sport in a
Secondary School category.
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Permanent contract
All year round
Hours: 2pm–8.15pm (approx)
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