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transforming lives through learning

 U p d a t e f r o m G a v i n S t e r r y, H e a d t e a c h e r
This is my first newsletter since the half-term holiday. I hope that
everyone managed to set aside at least a few days to rest and relax.
Last week I wrote to all parents with a copy of our latest Ofsted
report. As I said in my accompanying letter, the report recognises
that the school has improved significantly since our last inspection in
2017 and that it continues to do so. As is the case after all inspections,
Ofsted left us with a small number of improvement priorities. I look
forward to sharing with you over coming months the progress we are
making in the areas identified. You can read the full text of my letter
on our website.
It has been a busy two weeks since we returned on 1 November.
A particular highlight was last week’s Futures Fair. I am extremely
grateful to the 40+ organisations who joined us on the day. We
welcomed representatives from local colleges, universities, training
providers and employers. I know how much the students appreciated
all the information, advice and guidance on offer, especially our year
11s who are in the process of making important decisions about their
post-16 learning journey.
Futures Fair is one of the highlights of our award-winning Futures
programme, an important part of our commitment to providing
all students with opportunities to make informed choices about
future pathways. Year 9 students, for example, are at Liverpool Hope
University today. The trip supports one of the school’s LEARN
values: aspiration. A visit to a university is one of the opportunities
and challenges in the Ridgeway Charter and is an activity that we
expect all students to take part in.
I thoroughly enjoyed meeting with parents new to the school at our
Welcome to Year 7 event yesterday evening. It was a chance for us to
talk through how the first few weeks have gone, any problems settling
in, the home-school partnership, the support we can offer families
and our general expectations as a school. One of the things Ms
Williams spoke about was, of course, attendance.
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The nights are drawing in, temperatures are falling and the weather
is increasingly wet. Colds are a fact of life during autumn and winter
– and, according to scientists, probably even more so this year
because germs didn’t spread as easily or widely last year due to the
lockdowns. However, a runny nose or a sore throat should not be
a reason for your child not to attend. We ask that families continue
with two lateral flow tests each week. If the results are negative,
please ensure that your child comes to school.
We are running two fantastic initiatives throughout this month in
support of attendance. The first is Not-Off November: students who
are in school every day this month will be given a free place on our
end-of-term trip. The second is our November attendance draw, with
an unbelievable collection of prizes heading the way of one lucky
winner. Every day in school is exchanged for one raffle ticket, so a
student who attends on all 21 school days in November receives 21
tickets for the raffle!
You may have been following the recent story in the media about
Yorkshire County Cricket Club. They have run into serious trouble
after an investigation by the club referred to the use of a racial slur
by one or more of their players as ‘banter’. As I mentioned back in
September, we run a highly visible campaign in school called ‘It’s
not BANTER if…’. The core message is that everyone has the right
to feel safe. Our aim is to make it as easy as possible for any student
to report an occurrence or situation in which they are made to feel
unsafe, uncomfortable or upset, either by speaking directly to a
member of staff or by filling in a simple form accessible via a QR
code. It will then be picked up and promptly investigated by our inschool safeguarding team.
And finally, I said earlier that year 9 students are at Liverpool Hope
University today. Their visit is part of our first Charter Day of the
school year. These are days when we focus on specific elements of the
Ridgeway Charter with each year group. I look forward to sharing
with you some of the highlights of the day in next week’s newsletter.
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End of term

