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transforming lives through learning

 U p d a t e f r o m G a v i n S t e r r y, H e a d t e a c h e r
Following on from the achievements of Archie, Charlie, Jj and Bobby
that I wrote about last week, I was delighted to receive a letter a few
days ago from Phil Crawford, a community and events fundraiser,
telling me about the efforts outside of school of another Ridgeway
student, Sam, who is in year 10.
Phil works for Wirral University Teaching Hospital Charity. He
wanted to let me know that Sam completed his second charity abseil,
at Arrowe Park Hospital, raising £335 in the process. He says that
Sam has raised thousands of pounds in total. “He is a credit to his
family and his school and he deserves praise,” Phil says in his letter.
I am proud of the efforts of Archie, Charlie, Jj, Bobby and Sam
and the many other Ridgeway students who, in and out of school,
exemplify our LEARN values — whether it is taking on a leadership
role, demonstrating incredible resilience, striving to achieve
ambitious goals, showing respect for others and the environment
around them, or carrying out acts of kindness and social
responsibility, which we call ‘nurture’.
We will be featuring all of these students on our website and in our
school magazine. Their stories deserve to be heard and celebrated.
In their attitudes and actions they are excellent role models for their
fellow students and, indeed, for us all.
Another way that older students can demonstrate our LEARN values
is by taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme. Just like
walking the Wirral Way is one of the Ridgeway Charter challenges
for year 7 students, DofE at bronze or silver level is a Charter
challenge for years 9 and 10. Although the expedition element takes
place in the summer months, DofE runs throughout the year. If your
child is interested in taking part, they should speak to Mrs Stanaway,
our DofE coordinator.
As we say on our website, the scheme offers an outstanding
opportunity for young people to master a wide variety of life skills
and to test themselves against nationally recognised challenges.
The award links up perfectly with the school’s LEARN values and
develops the qualities and attributes that colleges and employers
value highly. DofE is a fantastic opportunity for a young person, one
that will benefit them greatly in the years to come.
As you might expect, the Charter challenges for year 11 students
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focus mainly on preparing them for life beyond Ridgeway. We offer
an award-winning Futures programme. Our most important careers
event of the year is our Futures Fair, when lots of education and
training providers and local businesses join us for the day so that
students can learn more about the post-16 options, pathways and
careers available to them.
This year the fair is taking place on Wednesday 3 November. All
students in years 9, 10 and 11 will attend at some point during the
day. In addition, we traditionally invite parents of year 11 students
to come along as well. We will be writing to parents about this in
the coming days. If you know or work for anyone who would be
interested in running a stall at this year’s fair, please email our
careers adviser, Faye Rafferty.
Another major aspect of school life is our charity fundraising. You
will recall that representatives of Ronald McDonald House Charities
visited assemblies recently to receive our cheque for £5,727.78. This
fantastic total enables us to sponsor a room at Arrowe Park House to
support families who need to be near their child while he or she is in
hospital. Students have decided that this year they will support Claire
House Children’s Hospice, another charity with which Ridgeway is
closely associated.
We have four more days of school until the half-term break begins
for students. It is important that they attend every day. Thursday is
our Halloween FUNd Day, the first big opportunity to raise money
for Claire House, and students are encouraged to wear Halloweenrelated fancy dress in exchange for a minimum donation of £1.
However, lessons will continue as normal for most of the day and
school will finish at the usual time. If students have PE on Thursday,
they are expected to bring their PE kit.
This is my final newsletter of the half-term. Next week we will
be publishing the new issue of the school magazine. As with the
July issue of Ridgeway New Times, it will feature some reading
recommendations. They are only suggestions, of course, but it is
very important that students maintain the habit of reading regularly
during school holidays.
We return on Monday 1 November. I wish you all an enjoyable halfterm break.
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