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transforming lives through learning

 Update from Gavin Sterr y
You will doubtless be aware that Monday 19 September is now a
bank holiday to commemorate the life of Queen Elizabeth II and
coincide with the state funeral. School will be closed for the day. We
will of course be open as normal on Tuesday 20 September.

been experiencing in the queueing system for food at break and
lunchtime. It is a result of unexpected absence among the catering
staff, meaning that we can’t be as smooth and efficient as we would
like to be in serving students.

I wrote in last week’s newsletter about the importance of attendance
and how the new school year is a fresh start – a chance for everyone
to aim for 100%. It is fantastic that more than 800 students currently
have 100% attendance. Over the last two days we have been giving
out our first attendance streak rewards. This is one of our new
initiatives to highlight and celebrate regular attendance.

We are looking to expand the catering team and are now advertising
for a catering assistant. The role is Monday to Friday from 9.15am
to 2.30pm and is Band B (£18,516 full time equivalent). If you are
interested in the role, please contact my PA Helen Lynn (by clicking
on this link) and we will send out full details. Alternatively, if you
know someone who may be interested in applying, it would be a big
help if you passed the information on to them.

A streak refers to consecutive days of attendance without any gaps
for a day off other than for official school holidays and days of
closure like Monday’s bank holiday. Weekends don’t count, obviously.
Yesterday and today we have been rewarding students for a 10-day
streak. In the coming weeks and months we look forward to offering
rewards for a 25-day streak and then for a 100-day streak.
Year 11 geography students were engaged in off-site learning on
Monday. They visited Errdig National Trust and Minera Lead Mines
in North Wales to complete a fieldwork element of the GCSE course.
The fieldwork related to the students’ work on rivers, so they were
literally getting their feet wet. They are required to use the data they
collect in their actual GCSE exam. This trip is also a great example
of how applying learning in the ‘real world’ deepens students’
understanding of what they are doing in the classroom. We will of
course be running lots of trips and visits throughout the year to
enhance and enrich students’ learning.
On Wednesday we welcomed a team from Action for Children’s
Blues programme, who were here to work with a group of year 9
students. The Blues programme is a wellbeing initiative aiming to
give young people skills that enable them to build good mental
health and to understand the connection between negative thoughts,
actions and feelings.
I would like to apologise to students and parents for delays we have
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Another thing that will help to speed up the process is a facial
recognition system we are introducing in the refectory. The system
uses biometric information. Ms Williams is writing to parents this
week to explain how it works in detail, the biometric information
that we would like to collect and what the law does and doesn’t allow
us to do.
We need parental consent to collect biometric information. There
is a link in the letter to a consent form that is very quick and easy to
fill in. The deadline is next Friday (23 September). As it states in the
letter, you are entitled to withhold consent, as is your child.
I am delighted to report that Cari Wharton has been elected to the
governing body as a parent governor. Cari was previously a governor
at her child’s primary school and will be a fantastic addition to the
board.
And finally this week, a reminder that we continue to publish a
monthly online-safety newsletter. Previous newsletters are still
available for download from our website. They are packed with
information, advice and guidance on all things to do with apps,
games and the online world in general. Best of all, they are written
specifically with families in mind. The September issue covers
Instagram and another popular social networking app called
Discord.
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