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transforming lives through learning

 U p d a t e f r o m G a v i n S t e r r y, H e a d t e a c h e r
Her Majesty the Queen died yesterday (Thursday). It is a sad and
deeply moving occasion for the country – for millions of us Queen
Elizabeth is the only monarch we have known – as well as a moment
of immense national and historical significance. We will naturally be
discussing all of these matters with students in the coming days, and
I will keep you updated as and when I find out more about how the
arrangements for the Queen’s funeral will impact us.
This is my first newsletter of the new school year. I very much hope
that you and your family had an enjoyable summer holiday. I am
writing at the end of the first full week. It is fantastic to see everyone
back again, well rested, full of smiles and ready to learn.
Following Thursday’s staff training day we welcomed our new year 7s
through our doors on Friday for their first day as Ridgeway students.
This is the very beginning of their Ridgeway journey. Starting
secondary school is one of those childhood moments we remember
for the rest of our lives.

we will be supporting students all the way over the coming months,
offering our usual comprehensive package of intervention as well as
great teaching in the classroom, of course.
Students in years 8, 9 and 10 had their first day on Monday. One of
the things we are all getting used to is our new school day, which
starts with students lining up for registration at 8.28am. Our
expectation is that students are on site by 8.20am. Just a reminder
that if your child attends Breakfast Club every day, which includes
a free toasted bagel or cereal, and Homework Club on Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays, they can be on site, fully supervised, from
7.45am to 3.35pm five days a week.
Our school day isn’t the only new thing for students to get used
to. One of the things we always do on the first day back is what we
call a Reboot session – basically, reminders of our routines and
expectations as well as updates about what’s changed and what’s new.

There is so much to take in – new friends, new teachers, new
surroundings, new procedures – but we do our best to ensure
that the experience is as smooth and stress-free as possible for the
students. And as I have said before, the fact that we are heavily
oversubscribed is a sign of the confidence that the local community
has in us and is due in no small part to the continuing hard work of
students, staff, governors and parents.

One of the main things we talk about is, of course, attendance
and punctuality. Students will only do well in school if they attend
regularly. One of the great things about the start of the new school
year is that everyone’s attendance is reset to 100%. Even if a child’s
attendance was below our minimum expectation last year, this year
is a fresh chance to attend every day. We will again be running lots
of initiatives to encourage regular attendance and offering rewards to
celebrate 100% attendance and attendance streaks.

Our new year 11s also joined us on Friday. As you would expect,
their main focus this year is GCSE exams. The previous year 11
cohort were back in school briefly on 25 August to collect their exam
results. Preparing for exams is never easy but, with all the Covidrelated disruption over the last two years or so, it has been hugely
challenging for this year group in particular. I said on results day that
their results were extremely well deserved. I wish every one of them
success as they embark on the next stage of their learning journey.

It seems odd that we are just embarking on a new school year and
already we are thinking about September 2023! On Wednesday we
held our open evening for the parents of children currently in years
5 and 6. There was a fabulous atmosphere around school, and the
feedback we got from families was highly complimentary. Many
thanks, in particular, to our student helpers who always make our
open events run like clockwork and who never fail to show Ridgeway
at its very best.

Last year Ofqual, the exams regulator, made certain adjustments to
recognise the fact that students’ learning was severely disrupted by
the Covid pandemic. We don’t yet know which – if any – of these
adjustments will remain for this year. Ofqual may go back to exactly
how it was in 2019, with no allowances at all. Whatever they decide,

We have two upcoming open mornings, when parents can visit
us during the school day. These are on Tuesday 20 September and
Wednesday 12 October. Meanwhile, for parents of children currently
in the school we have a series of Welcome evenings in the next few
weeks. The first two are shown on the calendar below.
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